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Dear Friend,

Shalom from the Holy Land. As young parents-to-be, my husband and I struggled with a major deci-

sion: What should we name our twins? We pored over baby names, made short lists, and tried to reach an 

agreement. My #2 name for the girl was an Israeli name that I like very much: Lee-Ya, which means “God 

is with me.” However, my husband felt it was too close to the Biblical name Leah, which he said was a bit 

depressing, and so I crossed it off our list.

Previously, I had never delved into Leah’s life. I only remembered the essence of her story — she wasn’t 

beautiful, and her father tricked Jacob into marrying her when Jacob was in love with her sister. But one day 

while reading the Bible, I gained a deeper revelation about Leah.

The Unloved Sister
Leah’s pain began long before Jacob arrived 

on the scene. She was already living in the shadow of 

her sister. Genesis 29:17 records “Rachel was lovely 

in form and beautiful,” but also adds that “Leah had 

weak eyes.” In a culture where a girl’s appearance and 

status determined her worth, Leah constantly suffered 

from being compared to her younger, beautiful sister.

Jacob fell madly in love with Rachel, not Leah, 

and asked their father Laban for Rachel’s hand in 

marriage. Laban agreed but put a condition on the 

marriage: Jacob would work for him for seven years. 

Perhaps Laban thought: Surely in the next seven 

years, I will have made a marriage contract for Leah. 

But that didn’t happen, so after Jacob was married, 

Laban tricked Jacob by putting Leah in the marriage tent. The Bible records the awkward moment when 

Jacob realized what happened: “When morning came, there was Leah!…” (Gen. 29:25). 

I considered this occasion from Leah’s perspective. For one night, Jacob had made love to her as if 

she was the most desired woman in the world. She had experienced the fullness of his passion and heart. 

But when morning came, Jacob was dismayed. Imagine Leah’s heartbreak at knowing that she would never 

experience her husband like that again. Though Leah became Jacob’s wife first, his heart was never with her. 

Still, she desperately wanted Jacob’s love.

God knew Leah’s pain: “When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, He enabled her to conceive…” 

(Gen. 29:31). Leah gave Jacob the greatest gift she could give: sons. But that was not enough. You can hear her 
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heartbreak in the names she gave each son at his 

birth. First came Reuben which means “Look! A 

son!” Leah said: “It is because the Lord has seen 

my misery. Surely my husband will love me now” 

(Gen. 29:32). But he didn’t. Next, she gave birth to 

Simeon, which means “Listen! A son!” Leah named 

the boy as she continued to seek her husband’s 

attention, but it didn’t help. Third came Levi, 
which means “attached” or “joined.” This time, Leah 

was sure: “Now at last my husband will become 

attached to me…” (Gen. 29:34). With each birth, 

Leah longed for Jacob’s love and approval that 

never came. 

Like Leah, sometimes we also strive for the approval of humans to fill a void that only God can satisfy.

Praising God in the Midst of Pain
Leah’s breakthrough came when she decided to stop focusing on her disappointing husband and 

praise God despite her pain: “She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, ‘This time I 

will praise the Lord.’ So, she named him Judah” (Gen. 29:35). Judah means “praise.”

When Leah stopped reaching for Jacob’s affection and started resting in God’s attention, her legacy 

was transformed. From Judah came the line of King David, and, eventually, Yeshua the Messiah (Matt. 1:1–2). 

Thus, the unloved woman became the mother of the Messiah’s lineage.

When Leah died, Jacob buried her in the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron (Gen. 49:31). He later gave 

instructions that he should be buried there alongside her, not with Rachel, who was buried on the way to 

Bethlehem. This cave also housed the graves of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Rebekah.

This placement suggests that Leah ultimately held a position of honor in Jacob’s eyes. Perhaps with 

time, he came to appreciate her more deeply, or perhaps it was simply the family custom. Either way, he 

chose to be united with her in death.

Leah’s story is a powerful reminder that even though initially her desire was not fulfilled, God used 

her in incredible ways. Leah’s story is not a tragedy; it’s a testimony. She went from being unloved by man to 

being chosen by God for one of the most important roles in redemptive history.

Dealing with Disappointment
Many of us have experienced deep discouragement at some time. Maybe it was a dream that didn’t 

come true or a healing that never occurred. Perhaps a significant relationship ended, or a prayer seemed 

to go unanswered. Disappointment is a universal human experience. If we let it take root, it can produce 

resentment and despair.

Israel’s ongoing campaign to debilitate the terrorist organizations who seek the Jewish nation’s 

destruction has left many people in deep despair. Additionally, cracks in Israeli society’s unity have become 

more evident in recent months — reminiscent of the disagreements before October 7, 2023 — which is 

mind-boggling. These concerns force everyone here to dig deep to stave off disappointment and distress 
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Dante’s Vision of Leah and Rachel, painting by Marie Spartali Stillman (1844–1927)
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about the future. Israelis can take a lesson from Leah: continue trusting God’s purpose and maintain their 

hope and faith in Him.

As Believers*, we don’t have to deal with disappointment alone. God speaks through our despair — 

not to shame us, but to guide us toward healing and hope. Properly dealing with discouragement is impor

tant for our spiritual growth and our effectiveness in fulfilling God’s purpose for us on this Earth.

I believe there are three essentials for dealing with disappointment appropriately:

1. Recognize its Reality 
In 1 Kings chapter 18, Elijah called down fire from Heaven and defeated the prophets of Baal on Mt. 

Carmel. One chapter later, however, while running from wicked queen Jezebel, Elijah sat under a tree and 

prayed, “…I’ve had enough, Lord. Take my life…” (1 Kings 19:4).

Even Godly people experience deep despair. It’s not a sign of weak faith; it’s a sign that you are human.

King David didn’t hide his disappointment: “O God my Rock,” I cry, “why have you forgotten me? Why 

must I wander around in grief…?” (Ps. 42:9). The Book of Psalms contains some of the most emotionally raw 

texts in the Bible. Here, David brought his sorrow, grief, and complaints before the Lord in prayer. There is 

no need for pretense with God. When you are praying through a difficult situation, first be honest. Then, 

turn your “why” into “what now, Lord?”

2. Trust God’s Purpose
I often remind people that nothing is wasted in the Kingdom of God. God doesn’t waste our pain. He 

has a purpose for everything. Joseph was betrayed by his brothers, imprisoned by his master, and forgotten 

by his fellow inmates. Yet he later said to his brothers: “…you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 

good…” (Gen. 50:20).

Believers can further profit from the story of Lazarus. When Martha, the sister of Lazarus, realized 

that he was seriously ill, she hurriedly asked Yeshua (Jesus) to come. She believed in His power to heal her 

brother. But Yeshua delayed His departure for two days, and when He arrived, Lazarus had died.

Martha said to Yeshua (Jesus), “… Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died!” (John 

11:21). She had no idea what was about to happen. The delay that caused her tremendous grief meant the 

miracle was so much greater. Yeshua not only healed Lazarus but also raised him from the dead.

When you take your disappointments to the Lord in prayer, you can ask: What might God be forming 

in me through this? “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who 

have been called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).

3. Hope in God
Disappointment often stems from delays. But God’s delays are not denials. Faith means trusting His 

timing even when, from our perspective, the answer is long overdue: “For the revelation awaits an appoint-

ed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and 

will not delay” (Hab. 2:3).

* �“Believers” is short for “believers in Yeshua/Jesus as Messiah.”
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I find that many of the deep disappointments in people’s lives are typically silent, long-lasting, 

heartbreaks. The Bible teaches us to trust and hope in God in your brokenness. He is the One who heals our 

hearts and gives us eternal hope: “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; He rescues those whose spirits 

are crushed” (Ps. 34:18).

Though your situation might not change immediately, your heart can find peace in God because 

He never fails. Leah’s story reveals that when we shift our focus from our disappointment to praising and 

finding hope in God, we find our identity and purpose.

The Hebrew word for hope is tikvah. In ancient Biblical pictographs, it is spelled using the images 

for four letters: covenant (tav), sun over the horizon (kof), nail (vav), and behold or look (heh). Thus, the 

sentence reads: Behold the covenant of the nail is as the sun rising on the horizon. God fulfilled His cove-

nant when Messiah died, nailed to a cross, and then rose from the dead at dawn, making the way for us to 

rise and be with Him in His light forever. This is hope indeed.

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind 

the curtain, where our forerunner, Yeshua (Jesus), has entered on our behalf…” (Heb. 6:19–20)

Im tirdefu lada-at oto — “Press on to know HIM!” (Hosea 6:3 NLT),

Many blessings from Israel,

Sarah Liberman

P.S. How has the Lord given you hope during a discouraging experience? 

Please write to me at staff@levitt.com or this ministry’s P.O. Box and share your story. 

In addition, consider sharing your testimonial with someone who might not know 

where to find hope when they are struggling with discouragement.

ENGLISH HEBREW

Spring Tour 2026 options

Deluxe — Israel			   Mar. 16–Mar. 26 

Grand Petra — Israel & Petra 	 Mar. 16–Mar. 29	

Spring tour dates are tentative; prices are pending

Zola Tours:
We are getting reports from Israel indicating significant enemy threats are currently contained, thus 

optimism and group tourism are steadfastly returning to the Holy Land. Like Leah and other significant Bible 

figures, we have chosen to remain in faith, hope, praise, and prayer for Yeshua to faithfully work everything 

out for the good.

We are working on our Spring 2026 tour details, which we’ll post at levitt.com/TourInfo-Spring.  
You can also call our tour manager Sandra at 214-696-9760 or email travel@levitt.com for up-to-date 

information. Please prayerfully consider joining this unrivaled, on-the-ground, live Bible teaching. We would 

love to host you and possibly your family and friends in His Land!

Encouraging News!
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A Note from Joshua and Caleb Colson
Hope has taken a bad rap in some Christian circles, as though it’s 

an impediment to faith or a sign of someone’s lack of faith. We Believers 

sometimes look at hope as something future — a wistful imagining or 

waiting for something good to manifest. Whereas faith is present tense 

— an action you take now —Biblical hope is the necessary stepping stone to action, and a strength in troubled 

times. 

People use the word “hope” a lot: “I hope my team wins,” “I hope I win the lottery,” or “I hope I get better.” 

Natural hope comes with uncertainty. We may hope that something good happens, but it may not come to pass. 

Our hope in God and His Word, however, is quite different. This is the building block of faith. Hope is an 

expectation — a confidence that God will do what He says. It is trusting that if the Lord declares that something 

will happen, it will happen! Biblical hope is the assurance that God will fulfill the rest of His covenant of salvation 

in the future. We have this assurance because the Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts: “…Christ in you, the hope of 

glory” (Col. 1:27).

In Romans 8, Paul explained that though we are the first fruits of the resurrection by being reborn in the 

Spirit, we have hope that our earthly bodies will also be resurrected one day because Yeshua’s body was resur-

rected. Romans 8:24–25 explains: “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that 

is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope 

for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”

This hope is that anchor that Sarah noted from Hebrews 6:19–20. Such 

hope will eventually lead a Believer to act in the present — to believe by faith. 

Hebrews 11:1 asserts, “Now faith is the substance [assuredness] of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen.”

This is the faith that God desires — faith that justifies us. Everyone in the 

Hall of Faith (Heb. chapter 11) had this type of faith, including Abraham, who 

“believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3; Gal. 3:6; based on Gen. 15:6).

During the trials and tribulations that our Jewish brethren suffer in Israel, and even in the persecution we 

experience as Believers in Yeshua, don’t give up hope! Romans 5:5 reminds us that hope will not disappoint us, 

because of God’s love.

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13).

						      Love, Joshua and Caleb. 

P.S. To strengthen your hope, please recite these Scriptures verbally each day: Romans 12:12; Romans 15:4; 

Romans 15:13; Hebrews 10:23. 

&&
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Our Jewish Roots TV programs in June
This month we continue our encore presentation of Roadmap to Armageddon. In this series, the 

Bearded Bible Brothers® (BBB) address the Biblical order of prophetic events that lead to the battle of 

Armageddon. These programs, filmed in Israel just prior to October 7, 2023, are steeped in Biblical history 

and address timely topics that every Believer should know and understand.

Roadmap to Armageddon

Babylon the Great — What is the nature of the Beast’s king-

dom? Where is its headquarters? What is its connection to the False 

Prophet? Joshua and Caleb search for the remnants of King Herod’s 

lost temple to Caesar Augustus. The brothers also travel to Caesarea 

to reveal the identity of the future Babylon the Great and its perverse 

center of worship.

The Third Temple — On the next stop on the roadmap, 

Joshua and Caleb dissect the Beast’s grand peace treaty that begins 

the Tribulation and the construction of the Third Temple. How will 

the revived Mosaic worship differ from the one world religion? The 

brothers travel to Jerusalem to discuss when all these events will 

unfold on the prophetic timetable.

Abomination — The Abomination of Desolation is a pinnacle 

moment in Scripture — that’s the horrific event that begins the 

Great Tribulation (the second half of the Tribulation). Joshua and 

Caleb ascend the Temple Mount to connect the prophetic puzzle 

pieces of the Beast’s death and resurrection through Satan’s indwell-

ing. We look at God’s rescue plan for the Jewish people during the 

invasion of Jerusalem.

Jacob’s Trouble — In this solemn episode, Joshua and Caleb 

recall the history of persecution against the Jewish people and how 

the time of Jacob’s Trouble surpasses that history. The last three-

and-a-half years of the Tribulation will be the most destructive 

period of all time, as God pours out His wrath on the wicked while 

Satan unleashes his hate against Israel.

You can see our complete Roadmap series at levitt.tv/media/series/DRTA.
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Please return this tear-off with your donation  
or the entire page with your order. Thanks.

o	My check is enclosed for $_____________

o	Please charge $_____________ to:

o		 o	 o	 	

Card #_ ____________________________________________

Expires ______ /_______   Card security # ________________

Cardholder’s 
Signature __________________________________________

Box 12268  •  Dallas TX 75225-0268  •  1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) for orders & donations
Where and when do you watch Our Jewish Roots?   
ZLM needs to ensure that we support the 
stations and networks that you appreciate.  

I WATCH YOUR PROGRAM ON:
o	NRB-TV, Fri. 7:30pm et

o	GEB-TV, Thurs. 6:30pm et 

o	DAYSTAR, Wed. 11:00pm et, Fri. 6:00pm et

o	TCT, Mon. 5:30am et

o	Online, e.g. levitt.tv, YouTube, Roku, etc.

o	My local channel’s call letters are:__________________.

I DON’T WATCH YOUR PROGRAM BECAUSE:  
o	I am unable to receive Our Jewish Roots.

o	Other:  _______________________________________

If you have given us this information previously, 
it’s not needed again unless your viewing station 
has changed.

7Products also available online at: store.levitt.com
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Prices include shipping. Please allow 2–3 weeks for order processing.

Return to Eden DVD set
___1 set of DVDs   — $70
___2 sets of DVDs — $118

Return to Eden DVD set  
Ten 30-minute TV programs on 2 DVDs
Return to Eden tells the Bible’s story from Genesis to Revelation.  
The Lord’s special relationship with a people and a land eventu­
ally led to the Messiah.  David and Kirsten Hart present this series 
that features teaching from Dr. Jeffrey Seif, interviews, insights 
from worship leader Sarah Liberman, and music composed by 
Zola Levitt.

Out of Eden   Adam and Eve’s sin led not only to man’s expulsion 
from the Garden of Eden but, more importantly, to the loss of per-
sonal fellowship with the Lord.  To bridge this relationship gap, God 
instituted the sacrificial system.

Back to Eden   The journey to restoring a relationship with God has 
no shortcuts. The Tabernacle allowed people access to the Holy God 
by providing the setting for sacrifice necessary to atone for sin. 

Recreating Paradise   For 369 years, the Israelites could approach 
the Lord via the Tabernacle in Shiloh. 

Eden and Old Testament History   The Lord wants to restore fellowship with His 
creation and is rebuilding us, making us a testimony to His faithfulness. 

Eden and New Testament Prophecy   Rebuilding can take generations. In the end, 
the Lord will renew His relationship with His people and dwell with them forever.

Eden and Israel   Solomon’s Temple was a reconstitution of the Garden of Eden. 
Today, the Lord is bringing the Jewish people back to their ancestral homeland.

Jesus and the Return to Eden   When Messiah returns, New Jerusalem itself will be 
the Temple of God. 

Paradise Restored   Adam and Eve started in the Garden of Eden paradise.   
Believers will spend eternity with the Divine in a similar paradise. The choice one 
makes now to accept Jesus or not dictates where one will spend eternity.

Bonus Interviews with prominent Zionists – Part 1  
Bonus Interviews with prominent Zionists – Part 2

Combo Value Package:  
All of the Following! — $79

1 set of Return to Eden DVDs

1 Whose Land Is It? booklet

2 �Bearded Bible Brothers 
Nightlights
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Please tear off coupon to donate. Return entire page with order. Thanks.   

ZLM’s
Donation & 
Materials

Order Form
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	Agree 
	Disagree 

$_____________ 

$_____________

�Please complete 
the form on the  
reverse side.

 
______________________________ 
Phone #

Dear Sarah, 			   (please check appropriate boxes)

I believe that what Solomon stated remains relevant: “Hope deferred  
makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (Prov. 13:12).	      

o Here is my donation for June to support the outreach of ZLM so that 
people everywhere can know the hope that is found in Yeshua.	

o I am ordering teaching materials from the enclosed pages, totaling:     

Whose Land Is It?  
DVD, transcript booklet
Three 30-minute TV programs on one DVD
Program 1: Zola irrefutably reasons why only the Jews are the Holy Land’s rightful 
owners; then defeats arguments that attempt to undermine the Abrahamic Covenant.

Program 2: In Ramallah, Zola interviewed Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi, 
who articulated the Palestinians’  best arguments for claiming Israel.

Program 3: Two scholarly Christians — Arab-American journalist Joseph Farah and 
Professor Ergun Caner (a former Muslim) — unveil the fallacies in Ashrawi’s assertions. 

BBB Automatic LED Nightlight
Our remarkable nightlight consumes roughly 20¢ worth of electricity per year. Its 
long-lasting LED bulb turns on & off automatically and dims appropriately in partially 
lit rooms. Measuring just 2½" high x 2½" wide, they’re compact enough to share an 
electrical outlet.

The QR code on the front connects to the Bearded Bible Brothers’  YouTube channel. 
These are wonderful to share with friends who need to see the light for safety’s sake and 
the Light of the World for eternal life!

Prices include shipping. Please allow 2–3 weeks for order processing.

Whose land Is It? booklet
___1 Whose Land Is It? booklet — $10
___2 Whose Land Is It? booklets — $14
___3 Whose Land Is It? booklets — $18

 Bearded Bible Brothers Nightlight
___1 free BBB Nightlight with either a $20 purchase or donation
___2 BBB Nightlights — $10
___4 BBB Nightlights — $14

See page 7 for 
our Combo Value 
Package
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