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September 2022

FROM SARAH, OUR SABRA  
ON THE GROUND IN ISRAEL

Dear Friend,  

Shalom from Israel. As a native Israeli-born citizen, I have never had to consider aliyah. 

But I contemplated the profound topic after recently hearing of events signaling changes that could 

undermine the process globally.

Aliyah refers to the immigration of Jewish people to the Land of 

Israel. The Hebrew word aliyah derives from the verb la’alot (לעלות), 

which means “to go up” or “to ascend” in a positive, spiritual sense.

Prophetic Words 
Many Biblical prophets wrote about aliyah:

“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will save My people 

from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them 

back to live in Jerusalem; they will be My people and I will be 

faithful and righteous to them as their God’” (Zechariah 8:7–8).

“They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places 

long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been 

devastated for generations. … Instead of your shame you will 

receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice 

in your inheritance. And so you will inherit a double portion in 

your land, and everlasting joy will be yours” (Isaiah 61:4, 7).

“… This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘I will take the Israelites out of the nations where 

they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. … 

They will live in the land I gave to My servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived. They 

and their children and their children’s children will live there forever…’” (Ezekiel 37:21, 25).

God makes it clear in His Word that the diaspora (Jews dispersed or scattered in the nations 

outside Israel) was never intended to be forever: “... This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘Although 

I sent them far away among the nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little 

while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone’” (Ezekiel 11:16). 

God made two promises concerning the land and nation of Israel. First, He said that the 

Land of Israel will be for the people of Israel: “Thus says the Lord God: ‘I will gather you from 

among the nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and 
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I will give you back the land of Israel again’” (Ezekiel 11:17).

The second promise was that the nation of Israel will always remain: “‘Only if these decrees 

[the sun, moon, stars, and sea] vanish from My sight,’ declares the Lord, ‘will Israel ever cease 

being a nation before Me’” (Jeremiah 31:36).

An External Shift
In July of this year, two major shifts occurred concerning aliyah. 

First, an outside shift occurred when Russia imposed significant limitations 

on the Jewish Agency’s operation in the country.

The Jewish Agency is an organization that aids Jews in different countries 

in their process of aliyah. It acts as a liaison between the Israeli government 

and Jewish families or individuals wanting to move to Israel. 

Working with the Jewish Agency involves gathering documents to prove 

a person is Jewish, planning the move, and receiving benefits from the Israeli 

government. Russia imposed an information-sharing policy on the Agency so 

that the Russian government would know in advance about Jews who were 

planning to leave the country.

Soon after Russia enacted this policy, a court case began between the Agency 

and the Russian government. This new policy seriously threatened the Agency’s 

operation in Russia. Should this happen, it would be almost impossible for Jews 

to leave Russia and immigrate to Israel.

Israeli media theorized that the harassments by the Russian government 

were initiated to appease the Iranian government following Vladimir Putin’s 

meeting with Iranian leaders. The Iranians had complained about Russia’s 

failure to deal with Israeli air strikes against Iranian military posts in Syria.

Discussion of closing the Jewish Agency in Russia and blocking Jewish 

immigration out of that country brings to mind another of Jeremiah’s prophetic 

announcements: “‘But now I will send for many fishermen,’ declares the Lord, ‘and they will 

catch them. After that I will send for many hunters, and they will hunt them down on every 

mountain and hill and from the crevices of the rocks’” (Jeremiah 16:16).

When Yeshua called the twelve disciples, some were fishermen. He prepared all of them to 

be fishers of men (Matthew 4:19). Their calling and activity remind me of the first part of Jeremi-

ah’s declaration.

As a child, I remember watching movies about the End Times and hearing about the “time of 

the hunters.” Some Bible scholars teach that this refers to a time of anti-Semitic persecution that 

will drive the people of Israel out of other nations and back to their land. (Other scholars believe 

both the fishermen and the hunters are restoration agents — sent to seek out Jews to bring them 

back to Israel.) If the hunters actually hinder Jews from returning to Israel, the current events in 

Russia cause me to wonder if we are in that time.
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On August 9, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
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Isaac Herzog (bottom) 
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of the Jewish Agency in 
Russia in a phone call, 

the Kremlin said.



An Internal Shift
The second significant shift in July occurred inside Israel as the country proposed a new law. 

If passed, it will amend the “Law of Return” that defines which persons qualify to make aliyah and 

become citizens of Israel.

The current law states that those who can 

prove they have one Jewish grandparent will 

be granted the right of return. This wording was 

chosen based on Hitler’s requirement during the 

Holocaust — anyone with at least one Jewish 

grandparent was considered Jewish and therefore 

sent to the death camps.

At the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, 

leaders adopted this condition in reverse. They 

declared that if the condition was enough to decide a 

person’s death, it was sufficient to offer a chance of life 

and hope in Israel. Since that time, a steady stream 

of Jewish people have been immigrating to Israel.

But the new law, if accepted, would limit the right of return to children with Jewish 

parents — removing the grandparent provision. This would negatively affect many Jewish people 

around the world. Thus, the aliyah window seems like it could be closing!

A Sacrifice
In Hebrew, the person making aliyah is an oleh. 

This word comes from the same Hebrew root as that 

for the burnt fat sacrifice — olah — a sacrifice with a 

sweet-smelling fragrance that rises up to God and 

satisfies Him. In a sense, the life of an oleh (Jewish 

immigrant to Israel) is filled with sacrifice.

My husband immigrated to Israel during his 

twenties. He remembers the price he paid as he 

first moved to and lived in the land. The language 

was difficult to learn, he found many Israeli people 

to be “prickly,” the culture was unfamiliar, and he 

experienced much loneliness since he left his family behind. He also took a pay cut because of the 

lower salaries in Israel. It wasn’t until he got a good grasp of the language, grew accustomed to 

the way things happen in Israel, and we met and married that he truly felt a part of life here. 

It is a tough decision to adjust your life and make such a move, facing the unknown chal-

lenges of a new country. Yet this upheaval is the role of the Jewish people in God’s plan.

(continued p. 4)
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David Ben-Gurion, Chairman of the Jewish Agency, declaring the  
establishment of the State of Israel, in Tel Aviv, May 14, 1948

The Palmach, Immigration to Israel, July 18, 1947
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Zola Tours

Gentile Believers* also play a significant role in God’s plan. Gentiles can support aliyah 

through encouragement and financial support. In addition, they can actively help Jewish people 

return to Israel. It is God’s will that all people be involved in God’s plan for the return of the 

Chosen People to the land. “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, I will beckon the nations, 

I will lift up My banner to the peoples; they will bring your sons in their arms and carry your 

daughters on their hips’” (Isaiah 49:22).

Im tirdefu lada-at oto —  
“Press on to know HIM!” (Hosea 6:3 NLT),

Sarah Liberman

P.S.  Will you join me in praying for Jewish people making aliyah and for 

Israel? “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 

remain quiet, till her vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like 

a blazing torch. The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your 

glory ... No longer will they call you Deserted ... I have posted watchmen on 

your walls, O Jerusalem ... You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, 

and give Him no rest till He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise 

of the earth” (Isaiah 62:1–2, 4, 6–7).     

                              : Food, Fun, Fellowship, and Bible Study
When David and I plan a trip together, we have many requirements on our checklist. Truthful-

ly, the food we’ll eat is a key consideration! Like many travelers, we want to enjoy our adventure, 

have fun, and make some new friends, if possible. When you go on a Zola Tour, you will experience 

all that and more. Above all, you’ll find that the Bible will come alive before your eyes. 

Israeli cuisine is delightful beyond anything you can imagine. Other study tour pilgrims will 

become your friends for life, your Biblical insight will greatly increase, and there’s nothing like 

praising God through song in His land.

Sandra Luttrell is our capable, professional travel manager. Contact Sandra at 214-696-9760, 

travel@levitt.com, or levitt.com/tours. Your deposit is fully refundable until 60 days before 

departure. This flexibility has helped many achieve their lifelong dreams of walking where 

Yeshua walked!

Fall Tour 2022 options 
	 Deluxe — Israel 	 Oct. 24–Nov. 3	 $5,688 
	 Grand Petra — Israel & Petra	 Oct. 24–Nov. 6	 $6,788

Spring Tour 2023 options 
	 Deluxe — Israel 	 March 13–23	 $5,788 
	 Grand Petra — Israel & Petra	 March 13–26	 $7,288

Prices include tips, taxes, and fuel surcharge (subject to change).

* “Believers” is short for “believers in Yeshua/Jesus as Messiah.”

4

ENGLISH HEBREW

mailto:travel@levitt.com


A Note from David and Kirsten Hart
ALWAYS LEARNING SOMETHING NEW

Before reading Sarah’s article, we’d never heard about the “hunters.” We’ve been in 

church our whole lives and graduated from Bible college, but somehow we missed hearing 

about Jeremiah 16:16. 

Sarah, we continue to pray for those wanting to make aliyah, and for our Jewish friends 

across the globe. More than ever before, we realize the vital importance of our prayers and 

petitions to the Lord. Thank you for enlightening us on the immigration challenges in Israel 

and the potential hardships for Russian Jews.

The time of our Savior’s return is rapidly approaching. The signs are all around us. We are 

thankful for you, Sarah, and for your on-the-ground teaching from the Holy Land. We continue to 

pray for your protection and that your ministry will continue to glorify God.

WHY WE KEEP ON KEEPING ON

Most of you reading this Personal Letter are likely either church-going Believers (gentiles) or 

people of Jewish heritage who have come to faith in Messiah Yeshua. It amazes us to learn what isn’t 

being taught in churches across our country about the Jewish roots of our faith. We’re also surprised 

at the lack of credible information throughout the world about Israel and the Jewish people.

Through ZLM’s weekly television program, monthly newsletters, levitt.com, and social media 

outlets, we bring you Biblical truth and Scripture-related news that you don’t get elsewhere. We 

have a specific and vital calling to keep on keeping on with this ministry!

Would you continue to pray for ZLM? As you do so, please also remember to ...

Sha’alu shalom Yerushalayim! —  
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!” (Psalm 122:6), 

David & Kirsten

P.S.  When Zola first determined to be 100% supported by viewers and 

partners, he took an enormous leap of faith. Now ZLM continues to follow 

the path he blazed. Thankfully you, our supporters, have remained faithful 

through the decades.

Meanwhile, as time has passed, many of our original backers have 

graduated to their heavenly reward. We need new supporters to stand in the 

financial gap left by our faithful founding generation. We need you! Would you 

pray about financially helping to continue the legacy Zola established? 

You can help us keep marching with renewed purpose and new vigor.    

(continued p. 6)
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Our Jewish Roots TV programs in September

This month, we’re bringing back an encore presentation of one of 

our most popular series. We’ve had thousands of positive responses 

from it, and now you can enjoy the programs once again. Given 

today’s challenging and divisive political climate, it may surprise 

you to discover how America’s Founding Fathers faced comparable 

unrest at the beginnings of our country.

Faith of Our Fathers

In Faith of our Fathers, Dr. Jeffrey Seif spotlights pioneers who 

worked to build a modern, Godly nation in the New World. In 

addition, Christian historian David Barton chronicles their efforts 

to anchor our nation to belief in the God of Israel.

Faith in Our Leaders — Bible heroes like Ruth and David were not perfect. 

Yet, they succeeded by trusting in God. Likewise, George Washington was 

also imperfect, yet this man of faith often experienced God’s guidance 

and protection.

The Cost of Faith — Risks accompany faithful living, as the lives of Esther and Mordecai 

reveal in the Bible. New Englander John Adams, despite the risks, helped gather the 

representatives of the thirteen colonies around a set of principles that would become 

the Declaration of Independence. 

The Actions of the Faithful — Living out faith may require boldness, like Peter when he 

attempted to walk on water. Benjamin Franklin, also a bold man of faith, called the members 

of the Constitutional Convention to prayer. 

The Application of Faith — Narratives about men and women of faith abound in Scripture. 

Most of our Founding Fathers believed in the God of the Bible. Their actions and writings 

testify to how they put their faith into action. 
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Please return this tear-off with your donation  
or the entire page with your order. Thanks.

o	My check is enclosed for $_____________

o	Please charge $_____________ to:

o		 o	 o	 	

Card #_ ____________________________________________

Expires ______ /_______   Card security # ________________

Cardholder’s 
Signature __________________________________________

Where and when do you watch Our Jewish Roots?   
ZLM needs to ensure that we support the 
stations and networks that you appreciate.  

I WATCH YOUR PROGRAM ON:
o	NRB-TV, Thurs. 7:30pm et

o	GEB-TV, Thurs. 6:30pm et 

o	DAYSTAR, Wed. 11:00pm et, Fri. 6:00pm et

o	TCT, Sun. 7:00pm et 

o	Online, e.g. levitt.tv, YouTube, Roku, etc.

o	My local channel’s call letters are:__________________.

I DON’T WATCH YOUR PROGRAM BECAUSE:  
o	I am unable to receive Our Jewish Roots.

o	Other:  _______________________________________

If you have given us this information previously, 
it’s not needed again unless your viewing station 
has changed.

Box 12268  •  Dallas TX 75225-0268  •  1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) for orders & donations

The Holy Days of Our Lord DVD set
Eleven 30-minute TV programs on three DVDs
Filmed on location in Israel, this 11-program series presents the holidays 
that our Lord celebrated. Given to Moses on Mount Sinai, these Seven 
Feasts provide some of the most fascinating studies of Biblical types and 
shadows. Few churches or seminaries teach this important subject. 

Overview   From the Mount of Olives, Zola gives a summary of the festivals that the 
Lord established for the Chosen People in Leviticus 23. Dan Hendrickson, an Orthodox 
Jew of Jerusalem, explains how rabbinical Jews view each of the feasts, which include:

Passover   Zola looks at the original Exodus and also explains the traditional Seder 
as it relates to Christ’s fulfillment and the Lord’s redemptive plan.

Unleavened Bread    Zola explains that this festival serves as a yearly reminder to 
the Chosen People that they did not have time to let the bread rise when the Lord 
delivered them out of Egypt. The Messiah is represented in the unique matzo.

First Fruits   In this feast, “wave offerings” — two loaves of bread, representing the 
Church and the Chosen — are presented to the Lord for the new harvest season.

Pentecost   Zola explains that when Christ told His disciples to wait for the coming 
Power of the Lord, the Jews were anticipating the celebration of this feast, Shavuot.

Trumpets   Zola teaches about Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. A time of 
celebration and merriment, it is also a time when the seriousness of sin weighs on the 
hearts of the Jewish people and shofars sound.

Day of Atonement   From the Mount of Olives, Zola explains Yom Kippur. Once a year, the 
priest entered into the presence of God in the Holy of Holies and made a sacrifice for the 
sins of the entire nation.

Tabernacles   Standing next to a sukkah, Zola informs us that the mood in Israel changes 
from a solemn occasion of judgment to one of celebration and merriment.

Purim/Hanukkah   From the giant menorah by the Knesset (Israeli Parliament), Zola recalls the 
Book of Esther and New Testament references to the Festival of Lights — rededicating the Temple.

Sabbath   Standing by a stream in the desert, Zola reads from Exodus and teaches about the day 
of rest. He draws a contrast between this commandment and where Christians find their “rest.”

Music   This conclusion to the series features all the music heard in the prior ten programs. We 
see dramatic recreations of each feast, Zola’s musical performance on 
location in Israel, and view the scenic beauty of the Holy Land.
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Please
Let Us 
Know!
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Prices include shipping. Please allow 
2–3 weeks for order processing.

The Holy Days  
of Our Lord   DVDs 
____ 	1 set of DVDs	– 	 $79
____ 	2 sets of DVDs 	– 	$138 

See the next page for our 
Combo Value Package
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Please tear off coupon to donate. Return entire page with order. Thanks.   2209

o	 Agree 
o	 Disagree

$_____________ 

$_____________

�Please complete 
the form on the  
reverse side.

�______________________________ 
Phone #

Zola’s
Donation & 
Materials

Order Form

Dear Sarah, 	 (please check appropriate boxes)

God’s plan of restoring Jewish people to the Land of Israel relates to the 
establishment of His Kingdom on the Earth (Psalm 102:15–16).

o	Here is my gift for the month of September to support the work of ZLM 
in helping Jews learn about both Bible Testaments and Israel.

o	I am ordering teaching materials from the enclosed pages, totaling:
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Prices include shipping. Please allow 
2–3 weeks for order processing.

Israel’s Right to the Land!  booklet 
____ 	1 book	 – 	 $8
____ 	2 books 	– 	$11
____ 	3 books	 – 	$14

____ �Combo Value Package:  
One of Each! ................ — $88 

1  set of Holy Days  DVDs
1  �Jewish Heritage calendar
1  copy of Israel’s Right  

to the Land!  booklet

Jewish Heritage calendar   
5783 (2022–2023) — begins in September
With the Seven Feasts of Israel in mind, imagine the usefulness of our 
delightful and inexpensive Jewish Heritage calendar. This beautiful 
calendar begins in September 2022 and spans 13 months, through 
September 2023. It provides the dates of all the Biblical feasts 
and Sabbaths plus the names of 
the months, the Holy Days, and 
all the rest through English pho-
netics like those in our monthly 
Hebrew Lesson in the Levitt Letter.

Enjoy Biblical feast graphics, Hebraic 
regalia pictures, and inspiration.

Jewish Heritage calendar	
____ 1 calendar 	 –	 $11
____ 2 calendars 	 –	 $17
____ 3 calendars 	 –	 $25

Israel’s Right to the Land!  study booklet
Just as its title implies, this booklet answers head-on the question: “What right 
does Israel have to its land?” Featuring an introduction by Zola, Israel’s Right to 
the Land! pulls abundant evidence from the Scriptures to directly address the 
12 key issues that resolve this topic once and for all.

Let’s spread the Word about who owns the Land (“from the river of Egypt to the 
River Euphrates” — Genesis 15:18) by divine right!
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