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Tony and Jane Derrick

Dear Ministry Partner,

To fully benefit from studying a book in the Bible, you cannot skip over difficult passages,
such as the first three verses in chapter 4 of Ecclesiastes. Serious Bible students must plough
through even potentially depressing ones. Though this coronavirus era may not seem an apt
time to consider dismal thoughts, here we are, about to be blessed.

We can insert Solomon'’s favorite phrase —“all is vanity” —whenever we weigh his wisdom. Is
it just me or is it disconcerting that the King of Israel, obviously wealthy and off-the-charts intelligent,
is frustrated with life? You probably wouldn't list Solomon in your “lonely hearts club,” but he certainly
exhibits mood swings with the best of us (or me). Solomon'’s favorite term, which he constantly

m i IRl repeats as he admits his frustration, is “vanity.”

Please grab your favorite Bible translation to follow
along with my breakdown of Ecclesiastes 4.

SOLOMON’S FRUSTRATION FROM
HIS VIEW AS KING (4:1-3)

As Solomon looked around Jerusalem, he observed

people being oppressed (4:1). He noted the oppressors’
power, and that the oppressed had no recourse.

What Solomon witnessed was unpleasant, and he
noted in verse 1, "I saw the tears of the oppressed...” As
king of Israel, he could, I assume, intervene and level the
playing field a bit; but he was too wrapped up in what he
considered his own troubles.

He gave very strange responses in verses 2 and 3,
in which he appeared to envy the dead. He continued by
commenting that maybe it was better to never have been

Solomon Writing Proverbs (circa 1866) engraving by . . . .
Gustave Doré (1832-1883) from Guide to Mount born. That line by George Bailey marks a turning point

Moriah (1875) by Redding, M. W. (Moses Wolcott) in the classic movie It’s A Wonderful Life (1946). Portrayed

by Jimmy Stewart, George soon learned the horror of his wish when Clarence, his guardian angel,
showed him what the world would have been like had he never been born.

Solomon was in what my generation calls a real “funk.” Was he talking about suicide? Not likely.
It was such a heinous sin in the Jewish mind that Solomon never would have considered it. But, in

our society today, suicide is an unfortunate reality. Recently a NYC doctor, who had been on the front
(over please)
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lines in fighting the pandemic and had just recovered from the virus herself, took her own life. What a
tragedy that a physician with such a gift for humanity did not seek the help of her own profession!

SOLOMON’S VIEW: THE SELFISHNESS OF MEN (4:4-8)

When the world’s "new normal” returns, our resurgence may be overshadowed by desperation
to recover business losses incurred during the shutdown. Though Solomon wasn’t looking at a
pandemic, man’s selfishness anguished him: not large businesses, but individuals. These folks
he saw were contentious and aggressive with one another.

[ really like the Hebrew interpretation of verse 6:
"One hand full of rest or ‘completeness’ is better than
two fists full of labor.” It shows a satisfaction. Solomon
isn’t suggesting anyone throw in the towel in the struggle
to operate a business with integrity, but to consider the
virtue of practices and products that bring dignity, unity,
and joy in the process. Life is not always a contest that
needs winning!

An interesting change occurs in verse 8. Solomon
is now talking about only one person, as he refers to
“a certain man.” He previously referred to a group of
people, but now he mentions the result of loneliness.
Success takes on less meaning and cause for celebration
when we have no one to share it. Lonely is the person
who cannot slow down and enjoy the success for which
; - he or she has labored. Unfortunate, don’t you agree?

Judgment of Solomon (circa 1866) engraving Solomon’s comment translated loosely from the Hebrew:

Climbing the ladder to success involves challenges and setbacks. I will paraphrase a quote
from years ago: “Too often people climb the ladder of success only to find that the ladder is leaning
against the wrong support.” We all need to ask if our priorities align with God's priorities for our
lives. Again, Solomon's theme is noted, “vanity.”
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SOLOMON’S VIEW: THE VALUE OF FRIENDSHIP (4:9-12)

Now for one of my favorite sections in all of Solomon's writings. Here, it sounds as though
Solomon is writing to married couples, and certainly we marrieds are included. But his advice
goes beyond that type of relationship. Notice that this passage never mentions marriage.

Here is a good place in our study to pause and offer up our prayers for all the people who
have put themselves in harm’s way during this pandemic: medical personnel; EMTS, firefighters, and
other first responders; grocery workers, fuel station workers, and a host of other essential services.

We should also pray for those who are separated from family in ICU units, assisted living,



and nursing homes. Though brave attendants are serving them, those attendants cannot replace
the friends and families who have been sheltering in place.

All of us need to be encouraged and, as verse 10 says, lifted up. We want that one person
(could be more) who refuses to walk away when the going gets tough. Humans need a human
touch —and constructive criticism when necessary —in a loving, non-threatening environment.

We want support when we have stuck out our chin and dared the competition to take a
swing. The idea in verse 11 regarding warmth when lying down is a wonderful statement for
married couples. There is no feeling that compares to
settling in with our mate on a cold and dreary winter’s
night. Remember, Solomon also wrote the sensuous

“The Song of Solomon.”

The reminder that Solomon gives in this verse 11
isn’t only about the marriage bed, but the cold, cruel
world in which we live and our need for companionship
when exposed to life’s elements.

It's no fun when you start a new job in a new city
or begin a demanding academic endeavor. All eyes are
on the new kid, or adult as it may be.

And what about waiting in a hospital room or
doctor’s office for medical test results? You and I want
someone who will support us in our time of need. Of
course, our Lord told us He would never leave us or
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). I am not making light of
that promise and the weight it carries for Believers,*

. . . Artist’s depiction of Solomon’s court (circa 880)
but there is something about a warm touch and assuring illustration by Ingobertus (9" century calligrapher)

smile that helps us get through the tough stuff of life.

We have an adversary who is determined to destroy us.

"Be sober, be vigilant: because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”— 1 Peter 5:8

Our adversary might influence someone to undermine our character and destroy our witness
with lies and rumors. When that happens, we need an ally who will walk by our side and not
leave us in the controversy. Simply put: We need a friend. There are many examples of friendship
in the Bible, but I call your attention to only one: David and Jonathan.

As David'’s popularity increased in Israel, Saul’s hatred for him grew. Instead of mentoring
David, who would soon become king, Saul sought to destroy him. Saul’s son Jonathan became
one of David’s best friends and admirers. In fact, the Bible says that “Jonathan loved him [David]
as his own soul” (1 Samuel 18:1).

* “Believers” is short for “believers in Yeshua/Jesus as Messiah.”

(continued p. 4)



Our Lord also chose twelve unlikely men as disciples. What a group of misfits He called out
to encourage and turn the world upside down with the Gospel! I guess there’s hope for me, too.
Of course, only eleven stood the test; but imagine having eleven friends that you can depend on
at any given moment and under any circumstances.

SOLOMON’S FINAL REMINDER (4:13-16)

In the final four verses of chapter 4, Solomon reminds his readers that popularity and fame
are fleeting. Again, he calls life "vanity and grasping for the wind.” Imagine how walking
alongside Yeshua as a disciple would have improved Solomon’s outlook!

Standing firm with ZLM and Israel,

Tony Derrick

P.S. Upcoming Personal Letters will intrigue and inform you with “On the
Ground in Israel” reports from Levitt Letter columnist and Messianic Sabra
Sarah Liberman. Please look for my next installment of our Ecclesiastes study
in the August Levitt Letter.

Your personal invitation to join Zola Tours in the Holy Land

It was always Zola's heart to support the nation of Israel in every way possible. As the world
reopens, Israel craves tourists. In order for the high caliber hotels, restaurants, and Biblical sites
our tours visit to survive, they need customers. What a time to support Israel, perhaps by joining
us on a Holy Land Pilgrimage this fall.

Wouldn't it be wonderful to fill Zola Tours buses this fall with pilgrims who love the Holy Land?
If you have been waiting for the right time to tour and study in Israel, this might be it. Let’s support
the land that God Himself set aside for His people and help Israeli tourism remain stable.

Zola Tours manager Sandra will help you prepare for the most amazing trip of your life.
Call 214-696-9760, email her at travel@levitt.com, or visit levitt.com/tours. If you've dreamed
of walking the ancient streets of Greece and experiencing the land of the Bible beyond Israel’s
borders, you will be astounded by our highly recommended Greek and Petra extensions.

Fall Tour 2020 options

Deluxe (Israel only) Oct 19-29 $5,288
Grand Petra (Israel & Petra) Oct 19-Nov 01 $6,488
Grand Athens (Greece & Israel) Oct 13-29 $8,288
Ultra Grand (Greece & Israel & Petra) Oct 13-Nov 01 $9,488

Prices include tips, taxes, & fuel surcharge (subject to change).
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A Note from David and Kirsten Hart

Kirsten and I have served in church ministry all of our adult lives. When the coronavirus struck
the world, I wondered how churches and ministries would or could survive. Most pastors shun the
thought of closing the church doors on Sunday mornings, even in blizzard conditions, for fear of losing

~ the much-needed Sunday offerings. Now something unusual is happening.

We have been happily surprised to hear from ministry friends and colleagues that many are
experiencing an increase in weekly giving— NOT the anticipated development. Believers have
rallied to ensure that churches continue despite global economic crash predictions. Have many
individuals lost incomes? Yes. Have retirement investments declined? Most definitely. Yet the Church
marches on because of its supporters.

As a para-church organization, Zola Levitt Ministries obviously differs from your church. We
don't collect weekly offerings or conduct stewardship drives or capital campaigns. We survive
solely on voluntary donations from Our Jewish Roots viewers and Levitt Letter readers. Enduring
this ongoing pandemic has required cuts in pay and hours. With everyone else, we closed our office
doors to the public and sheltered at home as much as possible. As an already frugal ministry, our
revenue was adversely affected by COVID-19's widespread impact. If you'd like to see us cope
with society’s new normal but with renewed dedication, we need a financial boost. So how can
you, our ZLM family, aid us?

First and foremost, we covet your prayers. We still believe that prayer changes circumstances.
Signing up for a Holy Land study tour would help keep our Zola Tours outreach alive, and as
mentioned above, aid Israel’s tourist industry recovery. Please pray about circumstances allowing
you to journey with us this fall or next spring.

Frankly, we need a miraculous financial blessing to ensure that we'll be able to keep all of our
air times. Clicking on the Donations tab at www.levitt.com offers

many ways to donate beyond simply writing a check, although

“simple” still works, as do credit card contributions by phone. ]Q“‘mfc,h
Roots

ZLM is hoping to get back in the black once again. We
are ready to produce new and creative television series for KINGS and

Our Jewish Roots and excited to continue teaching about Israel, I(INGDOMS

both Testaments, and the Jewish roots of Christianity.

Our Jewish Roots programs this month

In June, we finish our newest series Kings and Kingdoms.
We hope you're enjoying it. We love hearing from our viewers,
so if you have a few minutes, kindly let us know what you
learned from this series and share your personal takeaway.
Is our Bible teaching making a difference in your life?

(continued p. 6)



From the Bible’s books of 1** and 2™ Kings, Dr. Jeffrey Seif examines
the rulers of ancient Israel and Judah. Their stories reveal lessons in
Godly leadership and principles we can benefit from today. David and
Kirsten Hart discuss the applications for us as we decide who should

be our political leaders. In this eight-part series, we also hear from two

Israelis about their perspective on the kings, plus Sarah Liberman, who Jeff Seif  Sarah Liberman

teaches us Hebrew words for worship.

Judah’s Joash and Uzziah — Young leaders need wisdom and guidance from advisers who are
tethered to God’s Word. As time went by, King Joash’s zeal for the Lord faded as he became prideful.
King Uzziah was a young man when he ascended the throne, but he became so obsessed with
power, the Lord smote him with leprosy.

Judah’s Hezekiah and Manasseh — Good King Hezekiah did not depart from following God and
His commandments. Faithfulness pays dividends! Unfortunately, Hezekiah's son Manasseh brought
Judah horror and bloodshed for the five decades of his rule.

Judah’s Josiah and Zedekiah —King Josiah rediscovered God’s Word and took it seriously. Oh,
that our leaders would do the same! Poor leadership leads to bad consequences. Josiah’s son
Zedekiah rebelled against the Lord, paving Judah'’s road to ruin.

Israel’s Future King — Under the Mount of Olives, Jeff visits the tombs of the prophets Zechariah,
Malachi, and Haggai. The prophet Isaiah looked to a reunited Israel’s ultimate King, who is called
“*Mighty God” and “Prince of Peace.” This is the Lord Yeshua, who will return to rule and reign
from David's throne.

Looking for creative ways to support ZLM? Did you know that even your Amazon purchases
can support Zola Levitt Ministries? What an easy (and fun) way to make a financial contribution.
Simply go to smile.amazon.com when purchasing anything on Amazon; you'll get all the same
products and prices. Thanks in advance.

As always, we pray that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be incredibly real in

your life. Much love.

Sha’alu shalom Yerushalayim!—
"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!” (Psalm 122:6)

David & Kirsten i

P.S. So much more than just a television program, news magazine,
and website, ZLM is truly a ministry. How can we pray for you
during this season? What challenges are you facing that we, as

a ministry staff, can join you in prayer? *



Called Together —

Jew & Gentile, One in Messiah DVDs
Eight 30-minute TV programs on 2 DVDs

Zola Levitt Presents

Called Together focuses on how gentile Christians are recognizing
their Messianic brothers and sisters (Jewish believers in Jesus/Yeshua) JLV

as the natural olive branch that Paul referred to in Romans 11. The \” 1 .|

Lord calls us to work together to bring the Messiah especially to the @4 iﬁd Og@ther
lost sheep of Israel. From the studio, David and Kirsten Hart present 2 O

these eight programs of Bible teaching that feature Messianic Jewish

pastor Eitan Shishkoff joining a host of guests in Israel. Guest analyst &%
Dr. Jeffrey Seif applies the lessons to our lives. i

JEW & GENTILE, ONE IN MESSIAH

FRIENDLY ALLIANCE Jewish King Solomon and gentile King Hiram
worked together to build the Temple, modeling God’s plan for saving the
world. Guests: Chaim Malespin and Diana Frenkel.

SALVATION RETURNS Israel was the messenger of light to the gentiles,
who now take the Gospel message back to where it began. We see how
gentile Believers can reflect God’s love. Chaim’s wife Deanna teaches us
“Jesus”in Hebrew. Messianic Believer Carolyn Hyde sings “Oseh Shalom.”

With teaching in Isae by Eitan Shishkoff

TWO LOAVES Peter learned the mystery of gentile salvation when
welcoming gentiles into the family of God. The wall separating gentile and
Jewish worlds remains a barrier to Israel’s salvation.

OLIVE OIL Gentile Christians and Messianic Jews are called together into a ca”";d Toggther:lew& Gentile,
shared priesthood. One in Messiah DVD set
DESERT BLOOMS Since 1948, the desert has bloomed in Israel. In the future, all BN iset - 558

nations will come here to worship. 2 sets — $98

DRY BONES Ezekiel envisioned dry bones becoming physically and spiritually alive.

BLOOD ATONEMENT Jesus’sacrifice made Jew and gentile spiritually equal yet
distinct. Together, we can celebrate the Biblical feasts in their Messianic fulfillment.

INTERSECTION OF COVENANTS Passover and Communion form an intersection
of God's covenants that breaks down the wall between Jewish and gentile Believers.
Our friendship leads to mutual respect when we work as one family toward the

final harvest. Prices include shipping. Please allow
2-3 weeks for order processing.

Box 12268 « Dallas TX 75225-0268 « 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) for orders & donations

Please return this entire page with your Where and when do you watch Our Jewish Roots?
order or donation. Thanks. ZLM needs to ensure that we support the
stations and networks that you appreciate. Please
D My check is enclosed for $ Please check only your primary viewing info below. 2 Let Us
| WATCH YOUR PROGRAM ON: Know!

(] DAYSTAR, Wed. 11:00pm ET, Fri. 6:00pm ET
(] TBN, Thursdays 6:30pm ET

(] TCT, Sundays 7:00pm ET
I 0@ BRI
(] Online, e.g. levitt.tv, YouTube, Roku, etc.

[ My local channel’s call letters are:
I watch on: (day & time)

[_] Please charge $ to:

Card #
I DON'T WATCH YOUR PROGRAM BECAUSE:
[_1 1am unable to receive Our Jewish Roots.
Expires / Card security # [ Other:

’ If you have given us this information in the past year,
Cf:\rdholder s please don’t provide it again unless your station or
Signature viewing time has changed.
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P——_ Zola’s Introduction 4
to Hebrew book Messianic
Why is there no better book for learning Grafted_l n
the basics of Biblical Hebrew? La el Pin /
BECAUSE ZOLA'’S ULTIMATE T- pT
HEBREW PRIMER ... 1€ 1ac
« Teaches both print and script, so you An ancient Messianic
will be ready to read, speak, and write svmbol — believed to
Hebrew in Israel and in Heaven. bye used as a seal by the first
+ Assumes no prior knowledge and Christians, who were Jewish—
progresses gradually, so even the combines the menorah, Star of
fainthearted will find immediate value. David. and the Christia,n fish
- Nurtures you along a friendly course toward a unique This u'nique design with a tie
intimacy with God’s language, Land, and People. tac back is gold plated and
Unlike most academic books on Biblical Hebrew, this course approximately 1.1" long.
provides a step-by-step approach that will enable you to )
understand the Hebraic mindset while learning the alphabet __ 1pin-3$15
and vowel signs. Studying at your own pace, you will master 2 pins - $27
the Hebrew alphabet, sound out actual Hebrew words, and 3 pins - $37
begin connecting your studies with your heart by reading

Hebrew prayers, blessings, and even passages from Scripture. b
HAVE YOU EVER...

- wanted to study the Scriptures in the original Hebrew but .
gave up because it might require too much time? __ComboValue PaCkage'
. . . . One of Each! ................ — $98
- desired to recite the ancient Hebrew prayers and blessings
but thought it would be too difficult? 1 setof ca”e,d Together DVDs
« wished you could decipher the Hebrew Text while doing 1 'SVE;t of.ZoI.asRlntro To "’f"few Lol
Bible study or research? essianic Roots lapel pin

Zola’s Introduction to Hebrew book
__ 1book-5%48

__ 2books - $88

__ 3books-$117

Prices include shipping. Please allow
2-3 weeks for order processing.

Please return this entire page with your order or donation. Thanks.

Dear Tony, (please check appropriate boxes)

|:I Thanks for your fine ongoing Ecclesiastes exegeses. | look forward to seeing Agree
more in the Levitt Letter while reading Personal Letters by Sarah Liberman.

Disagree
I:I Here is my donation for June to help the ministry continue its various ~ $
outreaches during the pandemic’s ongoing downturn in donations.
I:I I am ordering teaching materials on the enclosed pages totaling: $
Please complete
the form on the .
reverse side. .D O.TlathI'l &
Materials
Order Form
Phone #
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