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FIXing
Wal-Mart?

By Zola Levitt

The news media, stuck with the
daily chore of entertaining their
audience, often distort the news.
Violence in Israel is a signature
favorite. The purported sins of
President Bush, bogus flu epi-

HE GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR cannot be won through counterterrorism demics, supposed discrimination
alone; it also requires convincing the terrorists and their sympathizers that against Muslims in America, the
their goals and methods are faulty and failing. But how is this to be done? superiority of organic foods, and
lately, the offenses of Wal-Mart,
By focusing on the ideological and religious sources of the violence, say I: have all been staples.
The immediate war goal must be to destroy militant Islam and the ultimate
war goal the modernization of Islam. | have not worked out the detailed The magazine National Review
implications of this policy, however. dealt with the Wal-Mart yarn in

its April 19th issue. “...Wal-Mart

Which explains my delight on finding that the RAND Corporation’s Cheryl is a bracing historic enterprise.”

Benard has done just this, publishing her results in a small book titled Civil
Democratic Islam: Partners, Resources, and Strategies (available in full at
RAND’s website, www.rand.org.)

As Larry Kudlow, the economist,
TV personality and enthusiast
for capitalism, says, “They have

Benard recognizes the awesome ambition of the effort to modernize Islam. If invented the modern company.
nation-building is a daunting task, she notes, religion-building isimmeasur- | They are really the first internet-
ably more perilous and complex. This is something never tried before; we ized, globalized company... They
enter uncharted territory here. are the model for everyone else.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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FIXING ISLAM continued

Like other analysts, Benard finds that
in relation to their religion, Muslims
divide into four groups: First are the
Fundamentalists, who, in turn, split
into two. Radicals (like the Taliban)
are ready to resort to violence in an
attempt to create a totalitarian order.
Scripturalists (like the Saudi monar-
chy) are more rooted in a religious
establishment and less prone to rely
on violence.

Second, Traditionalists, who also split
into two. Conservatives (like Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in Iraq) seek
to preserve orthodox norms and old
fashioned behavior as best they can.
Reformists (like the Kuwaiti rulers)
have the same traditional goals, but
are more flexible in details and more
innovative in achieving them.

Third, Modernists (like Muammar
Gadhafi of Libya) assume that Islam
is compatible with modernity and
then work backwards to prove this
point.

Fourth, Secularists, who again split
into two. The mainstream (like
Ataturkists in Turkey) respects religion
as a private affair but permits it no
role in the public arena. Radicals (like
communists) see religion as bogus
and reject it entirely.

The author brings these viewpoints
to life in a smart, convincing presen-
tation, showing their differences on
everything from establishing the pure
Islamic state to husbands having
rights to beat their wives. She rightly
dwells on values and lifestyles, finding
dissimulation about polygamy far less
commonplace than about the use of
violence.

Which of these groups is most suitable
to ally with? Modernists, says Benard,
are “most congenial to the values and
the spirit of modern democratic soci-
ety.” Fundamentalists are the enemy,
for they “oppose us and we oppose
them.” Traditionalists have potentially
useful democratic elements, but
generally share too much with the
fundamentalists to be relied upon.

Secularists are too often anti-Western
to fix Islam.

Benard then proposes a strategy for
religion-building with several prongs:

First, delegitimize the immorality
and hypocrisy of fundamentalists.
Encourage investigative reporting
into the corruption of their leaders.
Criticize the flaws of traditionalism,
especially its promoting backward-
ness.

Second, support the modernists first
and support secularists on a case-by-
case basis. Back the traditionalists
tactically against the fundamental-
ists. Consistently oppose the funda-
mentalists.

Third, assertively promote the values
of Western democratic modernity.
Encourage secular civic and cultural

institutions. Focus on the next gener-
ation. Provide aid to states, groups and
individuals with the right attitudes.

It all sounds very good, but political
solutions don’t always fix spiritual
problems. Islamic fundamentalists in
Arab nations control the rest of their
societies. The Palestinians are an exam-
ple where three quarters of them say
Israelis should be killed even if there
is a two state solution. This is a prob-
lem of a spiritual nature.

Secular people call it craziness, but Bib-
lical people realize it is demonic, or in
the president’s term, evil. The solutions
above sound effective in a worldly way,
but | don't think they will work.

Ultimately we are headed toward Arma-
geddon, which amounts to a spiritual
solution to a political problem. — Zola
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EDITORIAL

Abdel-Aziz al Rantisi

(d. 2004)

By Patrick Cox,
Contributing Editor

On the morning of April 17th, a 20-
year-old Israeli policeman was man-
ning the Erez border outpost used by
Palestinians who cross from Gaza to
work in the adjacent industrial zone.
Though his post had been attacked
four times in past months by terror-
ists intent on keeping Palestinians
away from jobs in Israel, Corporal
Erez Ohayun exhibited his usual
cheerfulness as he processed Arabs
through the facility.

One of those earlier attacks had
attracted particular attention as it was
perpetrated by a young Arab mother
of two. Afterwards, her neighbors
explained that she had been caught
in an extramarital affair with a mem-
ber of the Hamas terrorist group and
forced to choose between fates worked
out by her male relatives and Hamas
leadership. She could either die at the
hands of her own family in an “honor
killing” or blow herself up on a suicide
mission for the group her lover worked
for. She chose the latter, earning the
annuity paid to families of suicide
bombers rather than public vilification
and shame. She took four Israelis
with her.

On the morning of April 17th, however,
it was a young Palestinian man who
passed though the first Erez check-
point after lifting his shirt to prove he
wasn't wearing the lethal vest common
to his ilk. The Israel Defense Forces
speculate that he may have been wear-
ing the explosives strapped around his
thighs. Approaching Corporal Ohayun,
he detonated the bomb, killing the
Israeli policeman and wounding
three others.

Credit for his murder was publicly
claimed by Hamas, in conjunction
with Palestinian Authority Chairman
Yasser Arafat’s Fatah group. A few hours
later, an Israeli helicopter fired a missile

at the car used by Rantisi, who had
only recently taken the helm of Hamas
from founder Sheik Ahmed Yassin. A
member of Hamas from its inception,
Rantisi had run the wing of the group
that actually carried out the terrorist
attacks that have killed at least 377
Israelis. He stepped easily into
Yassin’s shoes — swearing to continue
attacks on Israeli civilians and never
to accept a Palestinian state unless it
totally replaced the nation of Israel.
As head of Hamas, he had approved
the attack on the Erez border crossing
earlier that morning. A little more than
a month earlier, he had ordered the
twin bombings at the Ashdod port, and
his organization had proudly claimed
responsibility for killing 10 Israelis in
that attack.

For weeks, Rantisi had appeared
mostly in public surrounded by chil-
dren, knowing that the Israelis would
never kill him if it meant endanger-
ing innocent Palestinian children.

In contrast, Rantisi frequently and
specifically targeted for death Jewish
children and babies.

International condemnation came
instantly from all the same sources
that had vilified Israel for the targeted
assassination of Yassin. The leaders of
the UN, the EU, Arab, Asian, and
European nations expressed their
outrage over the death of Rantisi — a

FIXING WAL-MART? continued

man openly devoted to killing as many
Jews as possible and preventing even
a ceasefire with Israel.

Not one word from any of these lead-
ers was spoken in condemnation of
the murder of the young Israeli, Erez
Ohayun, or the Palestinian terror
leader who had ordered his death that
same day — Abdel-Aziz al Rantisi.

Fixing Wal-Mart? continued

Brink Lindsey, the Cato Institute trade
guru, calls Wal-Mart “an agent of
dynamism,” meaning naturally that
“others have an interest in demoniz-
ing them.” Furthermore, “Wal-Mart is
a distinct American phenomenon,
and therefore an anti-European phe-
nomenon.”

If you read the above commentary
and substitute the name Israel for
Wal-Mart, you will have a true and
intelligent understanding of what the
media is doing to Israel and why. This
American-style democracy of Israel,
detested by Europe, is also the “model
for everyone else” and “an agent of
dynamism.”

God’s will would be that we all love
Israel, but at least we should stop being
so envious of that blessed nation. At
a minimum, if we cannot love what
God loves, let’s not hate it.

— Zola
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SPECIAL PRODUCT OFFER

This Is Israe_I! Videocassettes

Zolaand his crew got tired of ==
waiting 20 years for CNN and
the other networks to show
Israel as the modern, beautiful
country it really is. They decided
to do it themselves. Viewers will
be as surprised as our pilgrims
are to see that this much
criticized nation is at least the
equal of our own, and in some
ways, superior! 12 TV programs
on three videocassettes.

Please order from page 15.

L

A

Lt
b - o
L

A Place of Birth

Zola teaches from the Kibbutz Ramat
Rachel in Jerusalem, which overlooks
Bethlehem. He relates the history of

Bethlehem from Biblical times through today, including
the controversial construction at Har Homa.

A Place of New Life

We go to the baptismal site on the banks of the Jordan
River. Zola recalls his own baptism there, and we see
Russian immigrants being baptized.

A Place of Opportunity

Zola tells us the history of Tel Aviv, the business center of
Israel. We also visit a site in nearby Jaffa where Arab and
Jewish children regularly come together to play in peace.

A Place Among Nations

Tom McCall, our senior theologian and author, tells us of the

historical significance of the port city of Akko, known in the
Bible as Acre. We hear from Israel’s Minister of Tourism and
also from David Bar-lllan, former editor of The Jerusalem Post.

A Place of Blessing

Zola recounts the many artistic achievements made by the
Jewish people. We hear from a scientist who uses DNA to
find those who are direct descendants of Aaron and the
High Priests. Finally, Zola interviews the then mayor of
Jerusalem, Ehud Olmert.

A Place of Healing

From the Dead Sea, Zola tells how these waters are used by
many for healing. He interviews the spa manager at a Dead
Sea resort hotel.
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A Place of Revelation

Tom McCall gives us the history of Caesarea Philippi, now
called Banias, including some of the ideas the Messiah
taught here.

A Voice to the Nations
From Jaffa, the ancient seaport south of Tel Aviv, Zola tells
us how David, Jonah and Peter visited here.

A Place to Call Home
Zola explains the spiritual significance of Caesarea, which is
a jewel in the crown of Israel.

A Place of Peace

Along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Tom McCall reviews
the Biblical significance of the area, as well as its importance
to the modern nation of Israel.

A Place of Still Waters

From a vantage point overlooking the waterfalls of En
Gedi, Zola recalls the streams in the desert mentioned by
Isaiah and explains the importance of water to this arid
region.

A Place for the King

Zola reviews Jerusalem’s history from the beautiful YMCA
building. We hear from a city official and the mayor about
the modern city of Jerusalem and its issues.
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NewsBriefs

“Passion” OK'd
by Egypt

By Nadia Abou El-Magd, Associated Press

Hanan Nsour, a veiled, 21-year-old Muslim in Jordan, came
out of The Passion of the Christ in tears and pronounced
her verdict: Mel Gibson’s crucifixion epic “unmasked the
Jews’ lies and | hope that everybody, everywhere, turns
against the Jews.”

In the Arab world, openly voiced anti-Semitism, and by
extension, the warm reception for The Passion, is bound
up in the Arab conflict with Israel. Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, after watching the film at his compound in
the West Bank, was quoted by an aide as likening Jesus’
suffering to the Palestinians’.

The Passion was OK'd by Egypt’s censors with no changes.

Kuwait bans any movies depicting any of the prophets
recognized by Islam, but one of its top Shiite clerics,
Ayatollah Mohammed Bager al-Mehri, has urged an
exception for The Passion because it “reveals crimes com-
mitted by Jews against Christ.” The government has not
yet made a decision on his call.

In Jordan, a leader of the hard-line Islamic Action Front
says Muslims should read the Koran or pray instead of
watching movies, but he doesn’'t mind The Passion being
screened in his country.

Part of the film is spoken in Aramaic, an ancient language
still spoken by a small minority in Syria.

Salim Abraham, 37, a Christian journalist who speaks flu-
ent Aramaic, said: “l was so very happy to see my language,
for the first time ever, being spoken on the big screen and
in such a powerful movie. | think there is nothing anti-
Semitic in it,” Abraham added. “It gives the facts as they
are, though they may be slightly exaggerated in some
instances.”

“Every Inch of this Promised Land”

The Prophet Ezekiel said that no Jewish Leader is permit-
ted to relinquish the inheritance of the entire Jewish
People (Ezekiel 46:18).

The inheritance of the Jewish People is not Sharon’s or
Netanyahu’s to give away. Every inch of this Promised
Land belongs to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, that is, the entire Jewish People, whether living in
Israel or outside of the Holy Land.

The Jewish People desperately need to cast off the yoke of
secular leadership, and return to their basic faith and
belief in the One God of this Universe. Their faith in the
Promised Land as a Holy Land must be restored. The
glory and pride in being Jewish, that once existed for the
Jewish People during the days of the Psalmist King David,
can and must reign in the reborn Land of Israel. We first
must rid ourselves from secular leadership, and restore
God and His Prophets to their rightful place in our every-

day life. — Ruth and Nadia Matar, Women in Green

Muslims Publish Jesus Ad

WorldNetDaily.com

A controversial Islamic lobby group has published an ad
in California newspapers seeking to win acceptance with
the message that Muslims “respect and revere Jesus” as
do Christians.

The ad by the Southern California office of the Council
on American-Islamic Relations, or CAIR, is headlined
“More In Common Than You Think,” with a photograph
of the old city of Jerusalem.

CAIR has launched an advertising campaign called “Islam
in America,” which in the wake of tensions resulting from
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, aims to dispel stereotypes and

portray Muslims as ordinary citizens who love their country.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends:

Israel teaches me something new.
Below are some things | recently
learned.

I ‘ve always said that each tour of

Faisal Husseini, who was Arafat’s
man for Jerusalem a few years ago,
was similar to Hanan Ashrawi — full
of lies. One of the things he claimed
was that the Jews had taken a mosque
in Jaffa and turned it into a nightclub.

I finally tracked it down on my last
visit to Israel. What had happened was
that when the Turks were in Israel
before 1917, they had built a public
bathhouse and, tongue in cheek,
they built it to look like a mosque. In
the same manner that a seafood
store might be built like a ship, or a
Mexican restaurant like a sombrero,
this place was built to resemble a
mosque.

When the Israelis took over Jaffa, the
building had been abandoned and
someone thought it looked novel
and built a nightclub in it. But it
never had been a mosque — only a
Turkish bath.

It took me some ten years to track this
one down. Some Palestinian lies take
longer to investigate than do others.

Without Israel’s assistance, the Pales-
tinian government would be like that
of Sudan or any of the other lunatic
dictatorships in the Middle East. We
never stop to give credit for the fact
that Arafat doesn't rule and torment
millions of people and put his ene-
mies in mass graves (he clandestinely
murders them one at a time), simply
because the Israelis are there, standing
on the streets with guns. This is not a
war in Israel, but rather the attempt
to control a bunch of thugs by a
legitimate democracy, Israel.

It has occurred to me that envy of the
US (as by Europe and other nations)
is very similar to envy of Israel by the

Arabs, the Europeans, the Russians,
the UN, etc. It is a deep-seated jeal-
ousy of success.

I have traveled the whole world and
found that the best country is Israel,
and the worst, France. | was treated
with more respect in Gorbachev’s
Russia than in France. Our own
country would be the best if the US
government would be more forth-
coming and the media would tell us
the truth. In Israel, the government
is much more clear and understand-
able than is ours, and the media
tend to cover all views.

Israel happens to be a very progres-
sive and advanced nation. In many
hotels in Israel, when you enter the
room, all the electronics are activated
by the door key. When you leave a
room, all the lamps or other appliances
that are in use deactivate when you
take your key out of the lock.

No one in their right mind speeds
in Israel because
there are electron-
ic boxes that mail
you citations.
There’s a new road
in Israel, a tollway,
Route 6, but it has
no tollbooths. |
asked about this and was told there
are electronic devices on telephone
poles, which track cars, and the bill
is then sent. | told this person we
had tollbooths and paid in coins and
dollars. She looked at me like, “Well,
how is life in the 19th century?”

“Israel happens to he
a very progressive and
advanced nation.”

While in Israel, between tour stops,

I got in a round of golf. (If you want to
be able to say you played golf in the
Holy Land, ask about our Golfer’s
Paradise Extension on our November
tour.) At the counter I told them |
didn't know if I had time to play 9
holes or 18. The gentleman behind
the counter said, “So, you will play,
and you come in and pay after,
according to what you played.” | have
played golf everywhere | possibly
could, in America and overseas, and |
have never heard of this happening.

Everywhere we go in Israel, we see,
rather than tourists, classes of chil-
dren. What are they doing? They’re
studying history. They go out of the
school and walk to the history of four
thousand years. Our schools have his-
tory in books; the Israelis have it on
the streets.

Tel Aviv has sky-
scrapers similar to
any large American
city. You have to
take a trip to Israel
to see them be-
cause no US news
agency will ever take a picture of one
and show it to you. Israel has been
characterized as a one-horse village
with shooting in the streets, and it
won't do to have a long line of steel
and glass skyscrapers in a picture.

It breaks my heart that more people
just won't travel to Israel and see it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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No Interest
Dear Zola:

| have heard you state that
you have no interest in

American politics, and | was
wondering why that is. With

laws that have been passed over the past
twenty years alone, which have systematically
taken away the rights of every Christian
American, I’'m wondering (without any judg-
ment) why you wouldn't take an active interest in American
politics. Is it because these things have to all happen before
Christ’s return?

...With everything being turned upside down in this country,
and only getting worse, how can you not be concerned with
American politics?

Thank you.
—C.C.
Dear C.C.:

| can't say that | have “no interest in American politics,”
but I know that when the Lord comes for us, our country,
as wonderful as it is, will be a thing of the past. In view of
the fact that His coming could be tonight, tomorrow
night or sometime soon, | have to turn my attention to
the Holy Land, which | know will exist for at least a thou-
sand more years! And considering that we will be living
eternally in the New Jerusalem, our adopted hometown
will last “forever”! (See Revelation 21.) — Zola

Hard to Believe
Dear Zola:

First | want to say that my wife and | have enjoyed learning
from you much about Jewish Christians, and, in particular,
the detailed explanations about the prophecies and their
relation to the Life of Christ and the Christian Church.
Your talents are vast and great. If we ever will go to Israel,
we would want to go on your tour, and would have already
gone if there would be less danger to go to Israel. We under-
stand you say there is less danger there than in America,
but that is very hard to believe. We support your ministry
and receive your newsletter and provide donations from
time to time.

There are two things we cannot understand, however.

President Bush is a dedicated Christian and probably

Some letters have been
edited for space.

supports Israel more than
any Democrat president has
in the past 30 years. Why do
you not support our presi-
dent? My wife and | agree
completely that God has
promised the Land of Israel to the Jews and we
believe that is the way it should be, but the president
of the USA must deal with ALL of the countries and it
would be a disaster if he would not try to balance the
balls that are in the air with the Arab Nations...

Secondly: WHY do the Israeli Jews discriminate against
Christians in Israel as they do? Why cannot Christians
openly worship in Israel and have churches like Americans
allow the Jews to have here without discrimination? In my
view, the Jews discriminate against all other religions much
more than do the Christians...

I know you will not answer this as you are very busy, but |
just had to get this off my chest as | believe in open truth-
fulness and like others to also.

—V.H.
Dear V.H.:

Since you believe in “open truthfulness,” let me straighten
you out on a few things. You may like to think that America
is less dangerous than Israel, but that is just not the fact
of the matter. Any large American city by itself has more
murders than the entire nation of Israel in any year, includ-
ing terrorism.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

That one Jewish kid is
/ a real menace.

He starts all the
fights, you know.
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LETTERS continued

Why do you think I do not always support our president?
Obviously, he is doing well by Israel, but one of those balls
in the air has to do with his favoring a Palestinian state. |
don't believe any right thinking person anywhere would
agree with that. Jews do not discriminate against Christians
in Israel. Churches flourish in that land. Personally, I've
never known Jewish people to discriminate against other
religions. That would be against Jewish tradition and law.

And lastly, you are wrong too about me not answering
you. | found your letter interesting and provocative, but |
must counsel you to get better information. Thanks for
your compliments and stay tuned. — Zola

$1,000,000 per Hour!
Dearest Zola & Sandra:

Thank you both so much for coming to Beth Messiah
Congregation today. | was SO blessed! You opened up the
Scriptures (again) in such a way that | was amazed!! | am
the one who asked the question about the Druze and
access to the Temple Mount by Jews. | was sitting next to
aman who (even though he knew the Scriptures and
could hear them being read) WANTED to follow along in
my Bible with me. You can’t imagine how wonderful that
was for me. (Rabbi Elliot asked me if | was a Zola “groupie”
— | guess | am — at least when | know you are coming to
Columbus and | can get to where you are speaking.)

That was the first time | had been to the Beth Messiah
and | was really fascinated and blessed by the experience.
Getting there late put me up front and | wasn't able to see
the words to be able to sing along. | really appreciated it
when you blessed us in Hebrew. It felt really special. | noticed
that you had no difficulty singing along with everyone —
I guess | am the jealous one that couldn't do it. (Someone
once mentioned — maybe it was Perry Stone on his pro-
gram “Manifest” — that Hebrew was probably the original
language of Adam. It will be interesting to find that out
when we get to heaven.)

I really LOVED it when you told us about speaking with
the Rabbi in Israel concerning the First Fruits Festival.
That really was interesting to me. What | saw in the
Scriptures when you were explaining was that it was
another “set up” by the Lord concerning His rising on
Sunday morning. It just seemed to jump out at me saying,
“I knew what | was going to do and | knew that the Church
would celebrate their Sabbath on Sunday”.

It doesn’t matter which day is used to celebrate the gath-
ering together of God’s people. | know that, but it was still
very interesting to me. | wanted to ask someone about the
celebration of Resurrection Morning, but didn’t get the
chance. | have asked those who are 7th Day Adventists what
they did about celebrating Resurrection Morning, but

never really got a straight answer from them. (I have
inquired and studied about them and | know their history
and they have some strange ideas that do not make much
sense to me anyway.)

I sure wish you could have stayed and answered everyone’s
questions but | know it would have gone on and on and on
and you might never see Texas again. It seems like to me,
that whenever you speak or whenever you teach on your
programs (and even in your newsletters) that you speak
plainly and in easy to understand language. It seems so
simple to me and | don’t understand why people just don't
getit. 1 wish our government would hire you as a consul-
tant (for a MILLION dollars an hour) and get some straight
talk on what they are dealing with. I think it would only
take you an hour or two to explain the truth to them. It
would be hard to imagine where the US could go wrong
in bringing Jesus to the world if they would only LISTEN! |
keep wondering how our president (who is a born-again
Christian) is unable to see more clearly the reality of deal-
ing with maniacs. Our military was swift in dealing with
the suicidal Japanese during WW2.

You talked about the “falling away” and | can see that
happening in the US dramatically. The gentleman sitting
next to me asked you the question concerning the US in
end-times prophecy. | agree with you wholeheartedly!

Well, your staff has probably had severe eyestrain reading
all this, but | just had to let you know how happy | was to
see and hear you today.

MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU SAFE
ALWAYS.

HOPE YOU HAVE A MOST EXCELLENT AND BLESSED

—DJ.W.

The same can happen at your church anytime. Just call
Claudia at 817-417-0059 — Zola
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EDITORIAL

OUR GREATEST THREAT

By Gary Bauer, End of Day Report

Britain’s Prime Minister Blair delivered a
Churchillian defense this week of our need
to confront jihadism and stay the course in
Irag. | disagree with Blair on many issues, including his
wrongheaded impulses on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
But on the broader war that we are in, Blair has spoken
with an eloquence that, unfortunately, has seldom been
matched on this side of the Atlantic. Here is an excerpt
from his outstanding speech:

“I have come firmly to believe the only ultimate
security lies in our values. The more people are free,
the more tolerant they are of others, the more pros-
perous, the less inclined they are to squander that

prosperity on pointless feuding and war.

But our greatest threat, apart from the immediate one
of terrorism, is our complacency. When some ascribe,
as they do, the upsurge in Islamic extremism to Iraqg,
do they really forget who killed whom on 11 Septem-
ber 2001? When they call on us to bring the troops
home, do they seriously think that this would slake the
thirst of these extremists, to say nothing of what it
would do to the Iraqgis? Or, if we scorned our American
allies and told them to go and fight on their own, that
somehow we would be spared? If we withdraw from
Iraq, they will tell us to withdraw from Afghanistan
and, after that, to withdraw from the Middle East com-
pletely and, after that, who knows? But one thing is
for sure: they have faith in our weakness just as they
have faith in their own religious fanaticism. And the
weaker we are, the more they will come after us.”

Heb reWLesson ﬁ

“You Shall Love..
By John J. Parsons

Hebraic Insight

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The word here is to you
— the second person singular ending is found on the verb ahav.
You personally are to hear this commandment to love. You are the
subject of this verse.

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The direct object of the
verb is your neighbor. But who, exactly, is my neighbor? Some
Pharisaical types have claimed that the word rea refers only to one’s
fellow Jew — not to others at large in the world. But the Lord Jesus
answered this question by turning it around. Instead of attempting
to find someone worthy of neighborly love, | am asked to be a
worthy loving neighbor (Luke 10:29-37).

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Just as you love your-
self instinctively (Eph. 5:29) — without needing reasons — so
you should love others, without needing reasons. Jesus went
further still by saying, “Love your enemies, and bless them that
curse you” (Matt. 5:44). As you were once an enemy of God but
have been given unmerited grace from Him, so you should like-
wise give grace and mercy to all people, including those who are
your enemies (Matt. 18:32-33).

What is the highest priority in your life? According to the Lord
Jesus it is this “you shall love.” When asked what was the point
of life, Jesus quoted v'ahavta et Adonai elohekha (“you shall love
the Lord your God,” Deut. 6:4) and v'ahavta I'reakha kamokha
(“you shall love your neighbor as yourself,” Lev. 19:18). Love is
the foundation of the revelation of God and our highest calling
before Him (Matt. 22:36-40).

e L7 P

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

(Leviticus 19:18).
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A NOTE FROM ZOLA continued

for what it is. At the risk of repeating
myself, | have guided 78 consecutive
tours in over thirty years and never
sustained so much as a stubbed fin-
ger. Yes, there is unrest, and there is
unrest in your town too. You know
what to avoid where you live and we
know what to avoid over there. Ten
thousand pilgrims have come with
me and they have not seen a split
second of violence.

With all that said, consider joining
our June Kibbutz tour. We'll be stay-
ing at an authentic Israeli Kibbutz,
will tour key Biblical sites, and even
do some exploring for historic trea-
sure at a real archaeological “dig”.
We depart from New York’s Kennedy
Airport on Sunday, June 6, and return
on Wednesday, June 16.

I’'m also hoping you'll join us in Eureka
Springs, Arkansas, July 10-11 where
you can experience the moving per-
formance of The Great Passion Play,
portraying the final week in the life
of Christ. We will also travel back in
time on the “New Holy Land” tour, in
a depiction of such significant places
as the Upper Room, the Sea of Galilee,
the Manger in Bethlehem, and much
more.

To request more information on the

above events, call
1-800-WONDERS
(800-966-3377)
anytime, or call Tony

at 214-696-9760 T
during office hours. { J

In mid-July, Sandra

and | intend to drive across Kansas,
stopping at churches as we travel.
Then we will visit Colorado, includ-
ing the Denver area, and time per-
mitting, we’ll move on toward
California. So if your church lies along
our route, be sure to contact Claudia

at (817) 417-0059 to arrange for a
speaking date in July or August.

e iF

And don't forget to watch us on PAX,
Thursday mornings on cable at 9:30
AM on both coasts and at 8:30 Central
and Mountain Time. Dish Channel 181
and DirecTV’s Channel 255 carry
our programming at 9:30 ET, 8:30 CT,
7:30 MT and 6:30 PT on Thursday
mornings. Local broadcast viewers
should check these times with their
local PAX affiliates (or check online
at www.levitt.com).

In closing, | want to again ask you
to continue to pray for
the peace of Jerusalem.

“We, the Undersigned ... From www.nyuinvestinpeace.com

We, the undersigned, support peace in the Middle East and oppose the misguided petition calling
for New York University to divest from companies conducting business in the State of Israel.

We have diverse opinions on how peace in the Middle East can be achieved and widely differ-
ing views of the Israeli government’s policies. We are unanimous, however, in our condem-
nation of the divestment campaign as a partisan attack attempting to suppress, rather than
encourage, discussion of the issues.

The divestment petition makes no mention of the widespread desire within Israel for a long-
term and honorable solution. It also fails to include previous attempts to achieve a peaceful
resolution with the country’s Arab neighbors and the Palestinian Authority. Instead, it pours
scorn on Israel and calls for abandonment and disengagement. To place blame solely on

Israel for the state of affairs in the Middle East is unjust and demonstrates an unwillingness
to engage in dialogue.

We denounce campaigns filled with rhetoric long discredited by its use among extremists as
code for the destruction of Israel. Rather, we encourage individuals to work towards peaceful
solutions through honest discussion.

We therefore denounce the divestment petition and appeal to those who signed it to recon-
sider. Please join us in our campaign to encourage discussion and debate at NYU. =

MUSLIMS PUBLISH JESUS...cont.

The Jesus ad, quoting from Islam’s
book, the Koran, reads:

“Behold (O Mary!)"The Angel said,'God
has chosen you, and purified you, and
chosen you above the women of all
nations. O Mary, God gives you good
news of a word from Him, whose
name shall be the Christ (Masih or
Messiah), Jesus son of Mary, honored
in this world and in the hereafter, and
one of those brought near to God.’
(Holy Koran, 3:45)

“Like Christians, Muslims respect and
revere Jesus. Islam teaches that Jesus
is one of the greatest of God’s
prophets and messengers to
humankind.

“Like Christians, every day, over 1.3
billion Muslims strive to live by his
teachings of love, peace, and forgive-
ness. Those teachings, which have
become universal values, remind us
that all of us, Christians, Muslims, Jews,
and all others have more in common
than we think.”

Muslims point out, however, that they
reject Christian belief in Jesus’ divinity
and regard him only as a prophet.

Muhammed, in fact, is considered by
Muslims to be superior to Jesus
because Islam’s founder is believed to
have brought God’s final revelation.

CAIR claims to be a civil rights group
that represents mainstream Muslims
in the US, but the group is a spin-off
of the Islamic Association for Palestine,
labeled a “front group” for the terror-
ist organization Hamas by two former
heads of the FBI’s counterterrorism
section.

CAIR issued a condemnation of
Israel’s assassination of Hamas leader
Sheik Ahmed Yassin that made no
mention of Hamas’ or Yassin’s respon-
sibility for countless terrorist attacks
against Israel, which were part of his
stated objective to destroy Jews and
the Jewish nation.
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EDITORIALS

Another Wall

By Raymond Colitt, Financial Times

Walls have been used throughout history when an oppos-
ing force becomes violent. The Dutch in early NYC built
walls to control marauding native Americans. The United
States has built walls along the Mexican border not even
because of violence, but merely to try to control immigra-
tion. The story below covers another such wall. Israel’s
fence is certainly nothing new, it is just politically incorrect.
— Zola

The government of Rio de Janeiro state has proposed to build
awall around its sprawling favelas (slum quarters) in an effort
to help control rampant crime in the picture postcard city.

The proposal comes after yet another wave of violence in the
city during the Easter holidays, shutting down commerce,
and killing 10 people, including civilians, police and gang
members. More than 1,200 police officials occupied Rocinha
and Vidigal, two slums in southern Rio de Janeiro.

The unrest broke out when a rival gang sought to invade and
occupy the larger shantytown, in an attempt to control the

drug trade and steal cars. Drug gangs armed with grenades
and machine guns fired relentlessly and local residents were
caught in the crossfire.

The state government proposes to build three-meter tall
concrete walls around at least four slums. “We can no longer
watch passively, it needs to be built urgently,” said a govern-
ment official. He rejected criticism that the project would in
effect segregate residents.

Great Moments in Canadian Justice

By James Taranto, OpinionJournal.com

Islamists in Canada have recently set up an Islamic
Institute of Civil Justice to oversee tribunals that
would arbitrate family disputes and other civil
matters between people of Muslim origin on the
basis of the Islamic Sharia law. This is the first
time in any western country that the medieval
precepts of the Sharia have been given any validity.

Well, suffice it to say that Sharia law does not
look kindly on homosexuality. Here’s what hap-
pened when the Taliban faced the question of
what to do with two men who turned out gay:

The Taliban’s Islamic jurists knew that homosexu-
ality was reprehensible and the sentence should
be execution, but they were genuinely puzzled by

WTIRSIS CRIMINALY WE BOMB ONLY UNKHOWN CIVILIANS L,..""

conflicting Islamic opinion on exactly how the execution
should be carried out.

“We have a dilemma on this,” one Taliban leader explained.
“One group of scholars believes you should take these people
to the top of the highest building in the city, and hurl them
to their deaths. (The other) believes in a different approach.
They recommend you dig a pit near a wall somewhere, put
these people in it, then topple the wall so that they are
buried alive.”

Isn’t there a happy medium between being intolerant and
declaring that anything goes? Canada seems to be erring
on both sides at once.

Muhammed Crazy Horse?

By George Archibald, The Washington Times

An Indian tribe has forced distributors of an Arab studies
guide for U.S. teachers to remove an inaccurate passage
that says Muslim explorers preceded Christopher Columbus
to North America and became Algonquin chiefs.

Peter DiGangi, director of Canada’s Algonquin Nation
Secretariat in Quebec, called claims in the book, The Arab
World Studies Notebook, “preposterous” and “outlandish,”
saying nothing in the tribe’s written or oral history support
them.

The 540-page book says the Muslim explorers married into
the Algonquin tribe, resulting in 17th-century tribal chiefs
named Abdul-Rahim and Abdallah Ibn Malik.

FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS OR DONATIONS, YOU MAY CALL 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377).
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EDITORIALS

Did we attack ourselves? — Zola

U.S. vs. U.S.

WorldNetDaily.com

. . Galal Amin
There is “no conclusive proof” that Arabs

and Muslims were behind the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks, and the U.S. itself may be responsible, asserts an
Egyptian professor at American University of Cairo.

The charge by Galal Amin, a professor of economics, came
in reaction to the U.S. administration’s Greater Middle
East Initiative. In an article in Al-Ahram Weekly entitled
“Colonial Echoes,” Amin complains of the U.S. initiative’s
assessment of the Arab world, which cites an adult illiter-
acy rate of 40 percent and a combined GDP of Arab League
members that is less that Spain’s. The U.S. conclusion is
that these problems present an opportunity for the inter-
national community, but Amin insists this is a “bundle of
nonsense” and asks, “What business do you have interfer-
ing in our affairs? Have we complained to you about our
democracy, knowledge and women, and asked for help?”

The professor contends there is no “conclusive proof” that
Arabs and Muslims were involved and says many American,
European and Arab writers “suspect that the attacks were
carried out by Americans, or with American assistance, or
that Americans knew about them and kept silent.”

“Such doubts are strong and rest on damning evidence,”
Amin writes, “but the U.S. administration forcefully censors
them and bans any discussion of the matter — something
that, by the way makes one suspect the US administration’s
commitment to ‘knowledge’™. Amin does not provide any
of that “evidence.”

Addressing the issue of lack of knowledge, he asks, “What
do you have to say about the young Arab men who you say
piloted the planes that crashed into the Twin Towers and the
Pentagon? Weren't they well educated, with enough tech-
nical sophistication to commandeer commercial planes?”

Regarding women, he writes, “What do you have to say of
the Palestinian girls and women — people who you defi-
nitely regard as terrorists — who blew themselves to pieces
in protest against the usurpation of their national rights,
hoping their sacrifice may bring back Palestine?”

“Most of these women were educated, independently
minded and loaded with confidence,” Amin claims. “Yet
you would see their actions as high terror. So women’s
empowerment is not sufficient to eliminate terror.”

The true cause of terror, he claims, is Arab relations with
the U.S. and the U.S. position on the Palestinian issue.
Therefore, he asserted, the Greater Middle East Initiative’s
insistence on a greater role by the U.S. is likely to “increase,
rather than temper, the region’s inclination for terror.”

A faster and more effective way to eliminate terror, he said,
would be to get rid of “counterterror, of the type Israel
practices in Palestine and the U.S. in Irag.”

Beware of My Toothbrush?

After 9/11, our airline security people consulted behind the scenes
with EI-Al, the world’s safest airline, and the one we use for our
tours. The EI-Al security officer told them that US equipment is
alright, but we would have to make significant improvements in
personnel. The Levitt Letter has said this for 20 years now (not just
since Sept. 11th). The Israelis have very competent people who can
ferret out those with a secret. The EI-Al officer commented, “Your
airport security people are looking for scissors and nail clippers.
Ours are looking for terrorists.”

I really had our security deficiency demonstrated when | passed
through an airport security point and they flagged my bag. The lady
asked, “May | open it?” They looked and looked through the bag,
trying to find whatever had bothered the woman running the X-ray
machine. | finally pointed to my bathroom kit which was in a trans-
parent bag and said, “It has an electric toothbrush — that long
plastic thing. It probably has electronics inside and that may be
what caused the alarm.”

So the inspector said, “I'll hand you the kit and we'll see if your bag
passes without it.” It did. Everyone was happy. So | tossed the kit
into the bag and was on my way. The only detail was that the
inspector’s job was to find out what that white plastic tube was. No
one ever bothered to check on it. All we'd done was agreed that the
long plastic thing had been flagged as a possible weapon. It wasn't.
But it might have been.

If we use people who cannot distinguish between simply getting a
bag to go through and really finding a weapon, we are not doing
security at all. We are in for another major attack. And as far as |
can see, we have barely made progress. We simply have to take
seriously the fact that the Muslims intend to occupy our country.
Terrorism is one of the steps they take in this direction, and lack of
security promotes terrorism. — Zola
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EDITORIAL

07.6 Percent Anti-Israel

By Patrick Goodenough, CNSNews.com

The Press Council, a self-regulatory body of Australia’s
print media, was asked to adjudicate on two headlines in
The Australian last year. A story about bomb attacks in
Istanbul last November was headlined “Muslims Kill 27 to
‘Stop Oppression.”” A reader complained that the use of
the word “Muslim” rather than “terrorists” was inappro-
priate, and part of a “political agenda.”

The newspaper responded by saying the headline was
accurate and fair, pointing out that the groups which
claimed responsibility comprised Muslims whose aims
included the setting up of an Islamic state, and to “stop
the oppression of Muslims.”

The Press Council accepted The Australian’s argument
that it did not intend to brand all Muslims, but upheld
the complaint, judging that “many readers would see the
headline as too all-encompassing to be fair.”

A second complaint, brought by a group called the Forum
on Australia’s Islamic Relations (FAIR), dealt with a head-
line “Islamic Terror Kills Peace in Baghdad and Jerusalem,”
about suicide bombings in the Iraqi and Israeli capitals.

FAIR said the use of the word Islamic was offensive, unfair
and a “gratuitous slander against the meaning of Islam,
which is peace.” But the Press Council said that its use
“accurately reflected both the operational method and
the fundamentalist religious motivation of the bombers,”
and dismissed the complaint.

The watchdog cautioned that “Terrorists may be Muslims,
but Muslims are not automatically terrorists.”

FAIR’s founder, Turkish-born journalist Kuranda Seyit, said
he was dismayed by the Press Council decision to dismiss
his group’s complaint. Islam and terror were “diametrically
opposed ideas,” he said, arguing that media would never
consider using the name of another religion as an adjective
for terrorism.

Seyit said that while he would not approve if media began
referring to “Christian terrorism” or “Jewish terrorism,” it
would at least show a consistency which he now believed
to be missing.

Some scholars and writers use the term “Islamist” to
describe violent Muslim groups and individuals, in a bid
to differentiate radicals from the mainstream.

But Seyit rejected the word, saying it was a meaningless
“Western construct,” which also linked terrorism with Islam.
The recent actions of a cleric claiming to be the country’s

senior Muslim leader or mufti, Sheik Taj al-Din al-Hilali,
have focused renewed attention in Australia onto the issue
of Islam and terrorism. During a visit to Lebanon, Hilali
gave a speech at a mosque seen to support suicide bombers
and a “holy war” against Israel, and calling the 9/11 attacks
the work of Allah against “infidels” or “oppressors.” He
later said his words had been misinterpreted, although
the speech was translated by official interpreters at the
Australian embassy in Beirut.

Muslim organizations have not publicly repudiated Hilali,
although the Islamic Council in the state of Victoria has
questioned his status, saying the mufti title was merely an
honorary one.

In March, journalist Peter Manning released a study critical
of the Australian media’s depiction of Muslims since 9/11,
based on reports carried by two major Sydney newspapers,
The Sydney Morning Herald and The Daily Telegraph. The
charges were countered by Ted Lapkin, a policy analyst for
the Australia-Israel and Jewish Affairs Council, who said
that his organization had long monitored an anti-Israeli
bias in the two papers.

He cited the use of terms such as “hard-line” to describe
any Israeli in the center or right of center, while at the
same time a reticence to describe groups like Hamas and
Islamic Jihad as “terrorists.” Lapkin also called Manning’s
own objectivity into question, saying the journalist’s views
on the Middle East situation were “far out of the main-
stream” and strongly pro-Palestinian.

Late last year, a group of professionals released a report on
the coverage by another major Australian daily, The Age,
of the Middle East conflict. The study found numerous
instances of violations of the newspaper’s own code of
conduct, with bias favoring either the Israeli or Palestinian
position. Of 210 violations cited, 97.6 percent were found
to be anti-Israel, and 2.4 percent to be anti-Arab.
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Trouble with Jews $8 ___ Catalog of Ministry Materials no charge ___Unto The Gentiles** Tape $10/CD $12 o

___Zola’s Introduction to Hebrew $29 __Jewish-Christian Institute Info. ~ nocharge | 7pla’s Sample Music CD $5
__Whose Land Is It? $4 _____ | __ Program Airing Schedule nocharge | 7ola’s Songs by Lamb* Tape $10/CD $12

: The Witnessing Series (4 programs) $39

Music CDs, Tapes, Albums N

"

(2]

& Zola on Video

> _ . ~

'U‘E: Qy A Child Is BorrYl((jle\(/)iZeota ¢) F;;cse Total Please Fill Out Area Below and Send the Entire Page.

2 ___ APilgrim’s Journey (9 pro%rams) $89 | | Shipping & Handling Chart  Canada and Mexico, please double SuF)toFaI

) ~_ APilgrim’s Journey/Music $19 | | upto$15.99, add $4 Sth;Dlng_: all other countries, please Shipping — ey
J— n's - & ) T

2 — The Beginning of The End (5 prog) $49 | | $1610$30.99, add $5 Ploass somd US funds. UPS shipping

- ___ The Believers (8 programs) $79 :21 ;g 2?36995 dzdgfe Rush!

Qe ___Beloved Thief — Musical $29 over $100. add $8 (Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) S UL Tax o

3 ____The Censored Foursome $19 ’ (TX Residents Only)

'a_) ____Champions of Faith (11 programs) $99 Any amount that exceeds the listed price is considered a tax-deductible gift to our ministry. | Donation

& _The Covenants of God (8 programs) $79 . Total Endosed

£ ___The End of the Age | (4 programs) $39 Name (please print) (Enclosed)

. E\_/idence_ of God (8 programs) $79 Shipping Address

__ First Christians (10 programs) $99

___Genesis One (Video) $19 City State Zip

___ The Holocaust (6 programs) $49 \

— HOIy Days of Our Lord (12 prog.) $99 e ?S(e)er.'r?urmﬁer above your name on mailing label) Phone No. ( !

___Israel: By Divine Right! (12 prog)  $99

___Israel, The Church & The Future ~ $99 My check is enclosed for $ } [] Please send the free Christian Will Workbook
__Jerusalem 3000 (13 programs) $99

Please charge $_____ to: Card #

D-D - - Cardholder’s Signature

P.0. BOX 12268 - DALLAS, TX 75225-0268 -

Expires /

JUNE VOL. 2, 2004 (214) 696-8844 FAX (214) 696-5885 - WWW.LEVITT.COM



Photo courtesy Israel Today

SACRED STONES The faithful cry out to the Holy One of Israel at
the Western Wall. “Only God Almighty can bring peace. We must
rely on God and not on politicians,” said Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu.

ZOLA LEVITT MINISTRIES, INC.
BOX 12268
DALLAS, TX 75225-0268

(JUNE VOL. 2, 2004

Praise
Report!

Your prayers (and
ours) have been
answered. Some of
the PAX TV Network
affiliates failed to
show “Zola Levitt
Presents” on
Thursday mornings
(9:30 both coasts,
8:30 CT and MT).
Now the issue is
resolved, so please
watch Zola on PAX.
We are still running
in the red on our
PAX airtime bills, so
please pray on that
one. Thanks!

“Ask For
Death!”

This eye-opening
booklet illustrates
how flagrantly,
systematically
and insidiously
the Palestinian
Authority teaches: e

“Ask for death, - =2 o =

and the life will be given to you.” Included
you'll find a blood-chilling video-on-CD which
documents the indoctrination of innocent
Palestinian children to become suicide bombers.
They are brainwashed to believe that it is better
to blow themselves up — and thereby go to
Paradise — than to live a good and peaceful life
on earth. You may want to share this important
CD-video and booklet with elected officials and
local newscasters. Written by Itamar Marcus
and published by Palestinian Media Watch. No
DVD drive required!

Please order from page 15.
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FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS OR DONATIONS, YOU MAY CALL 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377).



