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good. “I am satisfied 
with the reality of this 
conference,” he 
pronounced.

The reality? The 
reality is this: Since

July 1, 1994, the day that Yasser
Arafat arrived to take charge of
Gaza, the international community
has given the Palestinian Authority
about $2.5 billion in aid. In that time,
to the confoundment of confident
predictions, life in Gaza became, for
most people, even more poor, nasty,
brutish, and short
than it had been
before the arrival of
President Arafat. In
the past four years,
wage rates in Gaza
have fallen 50 per-
cent and unem-
ployment has risen
to a high of 50 per-
cent; currently, it
hovers at around 30 percent. 
The gross national product per
Palestinian has declined from about
50 percent to 2 percent by 1996. In
the first two years of Arafat’s rule,
one-third of Gazan businesses fold-
ed. Foreign commercial investment
in Gaza declined from $520 million
in 1993 to below $300 million in
1997. The number of Palestinians
living in poverty soared, one out of
every four now lives below the
poverty line.

In President Arafat’s considered
opinion, all of this is the fault of
Israel for its habit of closing off the
Gaza Strip from time to time and dis-
rupting the flow of commerce. “The
Israel closure policy is the primary
and direct cause for the dangerous
decline in the performance of the
Palestinian economy over the past
five years,” he declared Monday.

It is true that periodically stopping
the flow of goods
and workers
between Gaza
and Israel has
played an
important role
in the decline of
Gaza’s health.
But what Presi-
dent Arafat was
too diplomatic to

mention was that Israel has a reason
for its policy. The closures have been
in response to the very many – 279
fatalities since Oslo – terrorist attacks
on Israelis by Palestinians living under
Arafat’s rule. Neither did President
Arafat see fit to note that, in the past
two years, the government of
Benjamin Netanyahu has greatly
reduced the number of closures. 
Yet during the past two years, the
economy of Gaza has improved
only slightly.
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I N S I D E I T E M S

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” – Romans 10:1

ZOLA LEVITT

here was a wonderful moment
in the annals of diplomacy this
week. Yasser Arafat, the president

of the Palestinian Authority, had come
to town to attend an international
conference convened by the White
House to raise a new pile of money
to give to President Arafat. And the
conference had gone splendidly.

Everyone had behaved perfectly
fine. No one had so
much as mentioned
the inconvenient
London Sunday Times
story the day before,
which said that the
Palestinian Authority
had swiped $20 million
in British aid intended to build
housing for the poor of Gaza, using
the money instead to build luxury
flats for Arafat’s military and bureau-
cratic elite. After a day of pleasantries,
representatives of 43 nations had
pledged $3 billion in new aid to the
Palestinian Authority, including
an extra $400 million from the U.S.
president. Arafat saw that it was

YASSER ARAFAT

T

Investing in
Yasser Arafat
by Michael Kelly, Editor, THE NATIONAL JOURNAL

THE WASHINGTON POST,
Wednesday, December 2, 1998

We should not be convinced of Arafat’s sincerity just
because President Clinton used him for positive
publicity in December. In the cold light of economic
analysis, Arafat is clearly seen to be a failure, if not 
an out and out cheat. The following article gives 
the details.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Arafat has 
established . . .

a nasty, thuggish
little kleptocracy.



For credit card orders or donations, you may call 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) 2

INVESTING IN ARAFAT CONTINUED

Might there be some other
reason for Gaza’s decline?
Well, tactlessly, yes. The other reason,
as the Sunday Times story suggests,
is that President Arafat has estab-
lished in Gaza and the West Bank a
nasty, thuggish little kleptocracy run
by and for the benefit of President
Arafat and his bureaucrats and gun-
sels (gunmen) and cronies, without
benefit of law or semblance of order.

The Palestinian Authority has
yet to draft a criminal and civil
code. What passes for law is brute
and capricious force, imposed by
41,000 members of seven separate
police forces – police forces that may
arrest without warrant and detain
without due process. The 41,000 
are the muscle in an obesity of a
bureaucracy: the Palestinian
Authority boasts no fewer than 80,451
employees, spread among 24 differ-
ent ministries. Salaries for these
employees consume more than half
of the entire Palestinian national
budget, which ran to $814 million
in 1997.

Where does the rest of the
money go? Almost all of it is stolen
or dribbled away.  The Palestinian
Authority’s own auditors reported
last year that nearly 40 percent of
the annual budget – $323 million –
was wasted, looted, or misused.  In
President Arafat’s regime, bribery 
is endemic, services are nil, connec-

tions are everything, and might is
the only right there is.

This is the reality that inspires
foreign investment to stay far, far
away from Gaza.  But it isn’t diplo-
matic to say that. Let’s give the old
fellow a few billion more. Maybe
he won’t steal all of it.

1
What a sad state Bethlehem
has come to. The souvenir
vendor quoted below has
probably met with an “acci-
dent” by now.

2 Faiths Pray in
Bethlehem
The New York Times

Bethlehem, West Bank. Dec. 25
(Reuters) Christian and Muslim
worshipers crisscrossed Manger
Square today and filled the churches
and mosques of this Palestinian-
ruled West Bank town to observe
Christmas and Ramadan.

But the ecumenical spirit brought
little holiday cheer to the tourism-

dependent residents. Recent
American and British air strikes on
Iraq and tensions with Israel have
scared away visitors.

The bells of the sixth-century
Church of the Nativity summoned
several hundred
Palestinian
Christians and
foreign pilgrims
to Christmas
Day Mass.

A Muslim call
to prayer rang
out from a
minaret on the
opposite side of
tinsel-decked
Manger Square to draw worshipers
to the first Friday prayers of the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

Hundreds of other Muslims
streamed out of Bethlehem towards

Jerusalem to join some 150,000
faithful for Friday prayers in Al Aqsa
Mosque, Islam’s third-holiest shrine.

Only a few hundred foreigners
made the pilgrimage to Bethlehem
on Christmas Day, disappointing

street hawkers
selling postcards,
olive-wood sou-
venirs, and votive
candles.

“It could be so
much better, like
the old days,”
mourned a sou-
venir vendor, Abu
Michael, recalling
the boom days of

tourism before the Palestinian
uprising against Israeli rule that
began in 1987. The city came under
Palestinian self-rule in 1995.

1

A Sad State
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odern Israel is a miracle, the beginning of
the fulfillment of the Dry Bones prophecy
in Ezekiel 37. For those of us who believe the
Scriptures, the revived Israel is an astonishing
precursor of the Tribulation, the Second Coming

of Christ, and the Rapture of the Church (which must
precede those apocalyptic events). The re-emergence of
Israel has been well chronicled among those who con-
tinue to cling to the “faith once delivered to the saints.”

However, there is another development that
has been less well covered by evangelical
observers, even though, in some ways, it is just as
remarkable as the restoration of the Chosen Nation.
That development is the renewal of the Israeli church.
For perhaps as many as 19 centuries there had not been
a recognizable church of Jewish believers
in Israel, but there is one today. It may
be relatively small; it may be relatively
quiet; but it is there. What difference
does this make to the universal church
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Apparently not
much. But I believe it should. 

When the Apostle to the Gentiles,
Brother Paul, was establishing church-
es throughout the Roman Empire, he
repeatedly emphasized the importance
of the churches among the Gentiles
maintaining a supportive relationship
with the “saints in Jerusalem.” In fact,
the Apostle Paul’s primary fundraising
project was for the benefit of the believers
in Israel who were facing opposition, rejection and 

persecution in the homeland of 
the Gospel. Now, for the first time
in untold centuries, churches
throughout the world can recon-
nect with a viable Jewish church 
in Israel.

Our Man in Jerusalem, 
Zvi Rivai
It is not easy to get reliable infor-
mation about the Israeli church,
but one of our best sources is the
chief guide for our tours in Israel,

Zvi Rivai. He has been a faithful guide for our tours for
many years, and those who have traveled with him can
testify to his remarkable testimony of salvation in the
Lord Jesus, his genuine spirit as a servant of the Lord,
and his vast knowledge of the Bible and Israel. During
our most recent tour, I interviewed Zvi about the con-
ditions and issues of the modern Israeli Messianic
movement, and the following is what he told me.

5,000 Resident Believers in Israel
There is no way to get an accurate count of born again
believers in Israel, any more than we could do so in
America or any other country. However, Zvi estimates
that there are about 5,000 resident professing 
Messianic believers in Israel 

at the present time. This does not
include the non-resident Arab or
Gentile professing Christians who live
in Israel. It does, however, include a
wide range of professing believers, with
a variety of doctrines and viewpoints
that will be discussed below. This means
about 5,000 professing Jewish believers
out of a total Jewish population of
about 5,000,000 in Israel, or 1/10 of 1%.
While this is a small percentage of the
total population, they are vocal and
have an influence on the country

beyond their numbers. They prefer to use the term
Messianic when
referring to them-
selves, and avoid
the term Christian
because of the negative connotations involved. Of
course, Messianic and Christian both mean the same
thing. Messianic is derived from the Hebrew word for
“anointed,” and Christian is derived from the Greek
word for “anointed,” so both terms refer to Jesus as the
anointed of the Lord. The Messianic believers also
primarily use the original Hebrew name, Yeshua, when
referring to the Lord, which is certainly understandable.

50 Congregations in Israel, with Five Large
Ones in Jerusalem  Zvi then explained that there
are some 50 Messianic congregations in Israel, most of
which are small home groups scattered in the various
cities and towns throughout the country. It is perhaps
an exaggeration to call these small groups “congrega-
tions” or churches in the traditional sense because of
their small size, but they do have a corporate witness 
in their communities.

EDITORIAL

M

These
[anti-
evangelism]
laws are
just...

Messianic
Believers
in Israel

An Interview With Our Chief Guide,
Zvi Rivai

By Thomas S. McCall,Th.D.

Messianic and Christian
both mean the same thing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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ZOLA’S BULLETIN BOARDZOLA’S BULLETIN BOARDZOLA’S BULLETIN BOARD

ISRAEL BONDS

Founded in 1951 by David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first Prime

Minister, the Development Corporation for Israel has sold

Israel bonds for industrial, agricultural and technological

projects.  They currently offer rates of roughly 6% on 

five to fifteen year bonds and require a minimum 

investment of $2,500.  You are welcome to call 

1-800-676-3101 for more information 

or visit www.israelbonds.com

THIS YEAR IN
JERUSALEM!

Many a Jewish prayer has been raised to the senti-
ment, “Next year in Jerusalem,” meaning they 
hope to visit Israel the following year.  Why not 
live the dream of many by treating your mind, 
body and soul to your own Holy Land Pilgrimage?

Zola’s Spring Tour departs on both April 13 and 
April 18.  Both our Deluxe and Grand Tours return 
on the 28th, and all of our passengers will be 
changed, having images of Israel engraved in 
their demeanor, their outlook and their spiritual 
walk. You simply cannot imagine unless you’ve 
been there and experienced the fellowship and 
heard their praises — of Israel, our tour guides and,
most of all, our Lord.  Please call 1-800-WONDERS
(966-3377) now for your free tour folder.

NEWSLETTER PROOFER
If you’re an English wiz and would like to help proofread 
our two monthly newsletters, then please write to Mark’s

attention with your experience, rates and fax number.

A SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING JEWISH
Also our web site of the month, www.jewishsouce.com, A

Source for Everything Jewish is the answer to many of your
requests for materials we don’t offer.  Their departments
include Bar & Bat Mitzvah, Tallesim & Kippot, Yizkor &

Memorial, Mezzuzot, Gourmet Noshes, Hanukkah, Shabbat,
Passover and Wedding & Anniversary.  For their colorful

catalog, please call 1-800-426-2567.

2000The Year Ahead  
The year 2000 CE (Common Era) will correspond to the Jewish year 5760 AM (anno

mundi, the year of the creation of the world).
And the worldwide computer problems to be
caused by the “millennium bug” (“Double-
Zero Hour”), may prove to be one of the lesser
developments in what sages have long ago
predicted would be a most momentous year.For example: 350 years ago, in his kabbalis-

tic work “Chessed L’Avraham,” Rabbi Avraham
Ben Mordechai Azulai wrote the year 5760 will
be a year of powerful judgments in the world
and will see “the Spirit of Impurity removed
from the earth”  (Zechariah 13:12).

by Amnon GoldbergTHE JERUSALEM REPORT,December 25, 1998

DUPLICATES?  MOVING?
Are you receiving two or more copies of our newsletters?  Pleaselet us know so that we can unclutter your mailbox and cut costs. And maybe pass the extra copy on to your

friend.  Also, please let us know a month or
more ahead if you’re moving so that you
won’t miss any letters.  Thanks.
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overwhelming landslide.) Netanyahu
may not have let the government
“fall” so much as he “dropped it,” so to
speak. If he is reelected, it will be a
new vote of confidence and a new
mandate to continue his policies of
which I, for one, approve very much.
While he did give away some land in
accordance with previous agreements
with the Palestinians, he basically is
insisting that they perform their side
of the agreement – something unheard
of in the previous Israeli administra-
tion. I won’t say “I told you so,” but if
you read the Levitt Letter, you will see
the Wye agreement came out as pre-
dicted – it equaled nothing. No peace
has been exchanged, no good will has
occurred, and the entire exercise simply
made for some 
dramatic 
photographs 
of ineffective 
government

leaders in beautiful suits. There will be
no peace in the Middle East until the
Palestinians stop murdering the 
Israelis and that is all there is to that.

The whole time of
our tour was like
fiction in Israel; it
was hard to believe
that President Clinton
was standing in Gaza
pretending that the
Palestinians have
some viable nation, and presenting
Arafat, a longtime airplane highjacker,
with his own airport! No less than 15,000
security policemen were on duty to
guard Bill Clinton while he was in
Israel! This vast expense and human
effort over nothing but a pretentious
bunch of handshakes meant to flatter
the Saudi Arabians and Bill Clinton’s
image back in the States, is appalling. 

The pretense that the Palestinians,
under a regime of corrupt gangsters,
are a real country is very misleading.
There is nothing wrong with those
people, taken one by one, but the
leadership they have “elected” is a
total disaster. Arafat is a terrorist – he
always was and he is today – and he
knows little beyond killing people. 

It is amazing to me that the killing
doesn’t stop even during peace 
negotiations. Surely terrorism
makes it harder for the Palestinians
to get their land.

If they could just stop the killing, for
say even six months, I’m sure that
Israel would be pressured to give them
land and would have to do it. But the
terrorism has not abated and the
Netanyahu government, and I’m sure
any government that may follow it,
has grown tired of trusting Palestinian
promises. Despite Clinton’s best
efforts, it was only a week later that
Palestinians were burning American
flags again. They even went to the
trouble of washing the sidewalk where
our president stood (when the camera-

men arrived) and this despite the
land giveaways. As I’ve said before,
we have a few problems with the gangs
of Los Angeles, but no one has suggest-
ed giving them half of the city to induce
them to stop looting and killing!

All of this action in Israel, of course,
leads right into the End Times and
Bible students know that very well.

Israel has to be
maneuvered into a
posture of “being
hated of all nations”
(Matthew 24:9),
and into being a
target for some
“right-thinking”
western power like

that of the Anti-christ. It looks to me
as if we are setting up exactly that 
situation at present.

In view of that, 1999 will be the year
we will talk about End Times prophecy
and what may well be a last ditch
effort to get the unbeliever to consider
salvation in a serious way. 

A Note
From
Zola

Dear Friends, 

ur December tour found Israel
peaceful as usual even during
a time of “war” between the

U.S. and Iraq. Our tourists discovered
first hand the sort of hype being per-
petrated by CNN and other American
media. The newsrooms now act like
sports writers or crime reporters try-
ing desperately to dramatize everyday
news into matters of extreme world
importance. They reported gas masks
being passed out in Israel and Pales-
tinian uprisings in support of Iraq.
Neither of those things happened to
any degree anyone would notice. The
Dallas Morning News, a constant crit-
ic of Israel, goes to the extreme of
accepting news releases about Israel
from a reporter in Cairo which are
reliably denigrating to that nation.

David Bar-Illan said it best when he
spoke to our tour group. He said
everything Israel does is scrutinized
under a microscope by the rest of the
world, for some reason, and when
you’re under a microscope it is hard
to behave to everyone’s specifications.
The only reason for Israel’s inflated
importance in world news is Biblical.
It is being prepared to take its place
as the head of the nations in the
Kingdom to come.

The government “fell” while we were
in Israel also, but this bears some
explaining. Under the Israeli parlia-
mentary system, Netanyahu can sim-
ply run again in the upcoming election
and may very well be elected by the
landslide he had the last time. (You
were told by the media that he won
by a razor thin margin, but it was as
much as a 60% majority of the Jewish
vote, what in this country would be an

OO

Israel . . . scrutinized under
a microscope.

The Wye agreement . . .
equaled nothing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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only one Bible College for Messianic believers. This is the
King of Kings College with a campus in Jerusalem and a
branch in Tel Aviv. It is associated with the King of Kings
Congregation in Jerusalem, with the same denomination-
al affiliation. This year, they are beginning a post-graduate,
or seminary level course of study at King of Kings. The
future pastors of the Messianic congregations are educated
either in North America, Europe or at King of Kings. 

Diverse Theological Views 
in The Congregations
There are many diverse views in the
congregations, ranging from Bible-
believing born-again people on one hand
all the way to those that are far from
orthodox in their positions, Zvi explains.
Among the more orthodox are the non-
charismatic or Bible church type groups,
and those that might be considered mild-
ly charismatic congregations in the U.S.

Others are of a more pronounced charismatic style, with a
Jewish worship emphasis which they call “David’s Taber-
nacle.” This includes a heavy reliance on the Psalms, with
the use of harps, other ancient style musical instruments,
and worship through interpretive dance. 

Five of these congregations are relatively large,
over 50, and they are all in the holy city of
Jerusalem. They have many of the same organizational
and doctrinal problems faced by congregations in America,
Europe and elsewhere. Recently, Zvi said, one of the con-
gregations in Jerusalem has been decimated because of
the “Toronto” movement doctrines. 

The largest congregation is King of Kings, which meets
in the YMCA building, across the street from the King
David Hotel. It has two co-pastors: one is a
Messianic believer from America, and the
other is a Gentile Canadian Pentecostal
minister. It is associated with the Canadian
Pentecostal churches. According to Zvi, the
congregation is composed largely of foreign
Gentile believers, with a large minority of
Jewish believers. There is a choir, and the
services include a number of songs in
Hebrew (with phonetic transliteration) and
English. The sermons are generally in English,
which is the most commonly understood language among
Israelis and foreigners in Jerusalem.  

Biblical Education
While there are several Christian Biblical institutions in
Israel primarily designed for foreign students, there is

A NOTE FROM ZOLA CONTINUED

Obviously, time is running out and
anybody that doesn’t see that just isn’t
looking at this world. We are already
underway making our first national
primetime special about prophecy to
be aired in March. Our guest will be
Hal Lindsey, and a number of other
well respected prophecy teachers will
also comment. We’ll have plenty of
footage from the Holy Land, and with
your support and your prayers, we’ll
make an effective appeal for people
to seriously consider the implications
of the end of the world!

What a year to see Israel!  We can
guarantee you it is perfectly safe;
after 60 tours I believe I can say that
with total confidence. The places that
we visit are far away from any areas
of unrest, and our tourists invariably
return as ambassadors for a wonder-
ful and peaceful nation.

Our Spring Grand Tour (April 13-28)
begins in Athens, Greece. We will visit
the magnificent Acropolis and Mars
Hill, take a breathtaking cruise of the
Mediterranean, visiting Mykonos, the

Isle of Rhodes, Ephesus and Patmos,
which is one of the most stunningly
beautiful island paradises to be found
anywhere. It was on Patmos that the
Apostle John was said to have written
the Book of Revelation. 

This year we are offering the Greek
Island Tour separately and these
passengers have one extra night in
Athens, departing for the U.S. on
April 20. After visiting Corinth, the
Grand Tour passengers will join the
Deluxe Tour passengers in Tel Aviv. 

The Deluxe Tour (April 18-28)
covers all the important Biblical sites
including the ancient City of David,
Jerusalem, Israel’s national memorial
to the Holocaust, and the Israel Museum
where we will examine the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. We will gather at 
the summit of the Mount of 
Olives, walk through the 
Garden of Gethsemane, see 
the Upper Room, Calvary, 
and the Garden Tomb. You will 
always treasure the impressions 
this country will make on your heart.

We are considering a June Kibbutz
Tour of Israel, a lower priced tour
scheduled so our teachers and stu-
dents can attend. Let us know if you
have some interest in this.

Thanks, and don’t forget to Pray for
the Peace of Jerusalem.

Your messenger,

MESSIANIC BELIEVERS IN ISRAEL CONTINUED

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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THE FIRST CHRISTIANS
The Life and Times of Those Who 
First Believed in Jesus.  Produced on
location in Israel, this ten-program
series explores the background of 
the customs and manners of Jesus’
day, unearthing the Jewish roots of
Christianity.  God chose this one 
people to speak to all humanity for 
all time.  This series seeks to better
understand the people with whom 
He chose to reside on earth.

Birth - In first century Israel, a new-
born was cleansed, rubbed with salt
and olive oil, then wrapped in swad-
dling clothes (linen bandages).  This
birth brought with it the fullness of 
the covenant and redemption.

The Home - By today's standards the
first century house was small, dark
and, in the winter, very cold.  But in
this meeting place for the family, the
meals were prepared and they sat
down to break bread and partake of such meaningful feasts as Passover.

Livelihood - In the Galilee region in the first century, fishing was the main source
of livelihood.  See how Peter, James and John went about it and learn about the
disciples, twelve imperfect, ordinary Jewish tradesmen chosen to witness first-
hand the beginning of the redemption of all mankind.

The Family - The first century family was knit together and dependent upon -
olives!  From picking to pressing, to use as fuel in lamps, olives served as an
integral part of family life.  Zola presents the spiritual significance of oil, using the
Lord's parables.

Agriculture - Follow the process from harvesting and threshing to the making of
bread, and appreciate the significance of agriculture as evidenced in the Lord's
parables and the Apostle Paul's application to the grafting of olive trees.

Government - The first century Jewish people were free to
attend the Temple in Jerusalem, but the adjoining Antonia
Fortress cast a forbidding shadow upon the worshippers.
From an original room of the Antonia Fortress, Zola talks about
a new kind of kingdom which, despite the Roman authorities,
was being introduced by a Jewish rabbi named Yeshua.

Religion - From the archaeological digs in Qumran, we con-
sider many religious voices of the first century.  The remains
of a mikvah (ceremonial bath) exemplify the importance that
ritual played.  To prepare for worship, a person would cleanse
himself daily in the mikvah water.  From the Jordan River, Zola
explains how the First Christians' baptism closely paralleled
this Jewish practice.  Indeed, the synagogue remained a vital
part of life to those who first believed in Yeshua.

Messiah - Recent archaeological digs have unearthed fascinat-
ing indications that the traditional site of King David's Tomb on
Mount Zion was in fact a Messianic synagogue.  After 2,000 years
we find that Messianic believers continue to share their faith.  

Death - In the first century one both entered and exited the
world with bandages.  We witness this wrapping procedure
and the accompanying burial ritual in an authentic tomb hewn
out of stone.  Speaking from the Mount of Olives, Zola shares
Scripture that speaks of Yeshua's victory over death.

Music Video - The last program in The First Christians is a musical review of the
entire series.  Zola joins Zipporah Bennet as she 
plays and sings her songs in Hebrew, with 
English translation.

Please order from page 11.

THE FIRST CHRISTIANS TRANSCRIPT
The transcript of this television series, produced 
on location in Israel, explores the background of 
the customs and manners of Jesus' day, unearth-
ing the Jewish roots of Christianity.

Please see page 11 to order.

1

ays to bring civility 
back into life

Now is a good time for a New Year’s
resolution: “This coming year, I will try to be a
little more civil and a little kinder to everyone.”

That one simple resolution could change
not only our own lives but those around us.
Civility is contagious.

At Christmas, we celebrate the life of one who
proclaimed that we ought to treat others the way
we would want to be treated. That admonition,
which is a basic tenet of most of the world’s
major religions, is what civility is all about.

Obviously, we could use a lot more of it in
the political arena, but the call for more civility
goes well beyond politics.

Here are 20 ways we can inject more civility
into our daily lives:
1. Reject the temptation to criticize someone
else’s actions without first considering his side
of the story.

2. Respect the dignity of those whose politics,
theology, or world view you disagree with.
Try to find some common ground.
3. Whenever you are inclined to state an
adamant position, consider the possibility that
“I could be wrong.”
4. Write a letter to the editor praising some-
one or something.
5. If you write a letter critical of someone, find
something to praise before getting to the criticism.
6. Set aside one hour each week to write
three notes or postcards to people who have
contributed in some small way to making this
a little better world.
7. Once a month, send a small check to a 
charity that is helping the poor, the homeless,
the abused, the elderly, or the disabled.
8. Give a little more to the Untied Way than
you did last year.
9. Always drop something in the Salvation
Army kettle, even if it is just a few coins.
10.  At work, smile more and complain less.
11.  Try this exercise for one week: Every day,
clip out something positive from the paper an
upbeat thought, a good deed, or an inspiring
article. See if it doesn't improve your outlook.

12.  Fight “road rage” by being exceptionally
courteous.
13.  Tune out TV or radio shows when people
start interrupting each other.
14.  When you encounter exceptional service
at a restaurant or any other business, tell the
person you appreciate it. Too often, we are
quick to complain and slow to praise.
15.  Think about whether your community,
home, workplace, or school would be
better or worse if everyone behaved as you do.
16.  Try to be a little more understanding of
leaders at all levels, whether at work, church,
or in politics. At lease accord them the cour-
tesy you would want to have if you were in
their shoes.
17.  Everyday, look for an opportunity to make
a small difference for good to be part of the
solution rather than part of the problem.
18.   Make peace with someone you have
had a disagreement with
19.   Make peace with yourself for not always
living up to your own standards. We all suffer
lapses of civility from time to time.
20.   Slow down a little and take time to be
more courteous.

W by Glen Dromgoole, Viewpoints,
The Dallas Morning News

SPECIAL OFFER! VIDEO SERIES, MUSIC VIDEO & TRANSCRIPT
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Zola,                                    

I am in the process of setting
up a trust for my family.
Having stated that, I believe
that the time is very short 
till the Lord Jesus comes for
us. If so, then my loved ones
will not be here for the trust. My question is this,
which group will be still here to support those
144,000 of our brothers in Israel? I’d like to leave
support to them. I’d send it to you, but you won’t be
here either (Praise the Lord). Any suggestions?
Your Brother in Christ,
P.L.P.s

Dear P.L.P:

You raise a very interesting point. 
As I understand Scripture, no one 
in the Church will be left on earth 
to support the 144,000. But there
will be new believers converted 
by them who will undoubtedly 
give them support. We must 
remember that the Tribulation is 
a period of salvation for Jews and
Gentiles, so much so that the Lord
will set up His throne in Jerusalem to judge just
who among the nations showed their faith by sup-
porting those faithful 144,000 Jewish converts.
“And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren (the
144,000), ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40.)

Unfortunately I don’t know exactly how you would
set up a trust for those not yet saved. Even if you
placed it at a bank with designations that it be
given to Christians after the Rapture, I’m afraid the
deposits would see the same fate as the money
given to the Swiss banks by the Jews of the
Holocaust. In other words, I’m afraid the unbeliev-
ing banks would “lose” those accounts rather than
hand them over to “criminals.” 

I might suggest that if
you sent contributions to
a witnessing ministry like
ours, then those people
who hear the gospel today
but are not saved until
they see the evidence of
the Antichrist and the 

Tribulation all around them, would prosper
because of your donation. I’ve never had the

question before and forgive me if the answer
seems unusual. Also, there are many witnessing
ministries as good as ours, and the Lord should
lead you as to whom to give these
funds. Thank you for a most inter-
esting inquiry.

Dear Zola:

In reading your Levitt Letter of
November 1998, I was struck by several of your com-
ments in “A Note from Zola.” In reference to the per-
centage of America’s population being Jewish and of
such a percentage of Jewish believers as remnant
even in a small community such as mine, God has His
remnant.

When I came to pastor the congregation of First
Evangelical Free Church (Rapid City, SD), I wondered
how folks would embrace my flavor of the Judeo-
Christian faith. Within months, I received an anti-
Semitic phone call the week I was going to present a
Hebrew Christian Passover. That night over 300 came

out and I’ve had no doubt since
that the Lord’s flock appreciates
their Jewish pastor.

Replacement Theology
crumbles in the Flesh and Blood 
reality of the Jewish believers.
Messiah Yeshua has chosen to
place me within a local church
context (as opposed to a strictly

Messianic Fellowship) in order to be what was His
intent all along. Jews and Gentile can be a corporate
whole with patience, instruction, and the work of
God’s Spirit.

While my heart is grieved over my denomination’s
use of the Gundry textbook (especially in light of the
Feinbergs being on faculty and the Free Church’s his-
toric position and support for Israel and the Jewish
people) please be encouraged to know that you are
indeed not alone.
A Jewish Shepherd in South Dakota, 
Shalom, D. H. G., Pastor-Teacher

1

God has
His 
remnant.

...no one
in the
Church
will be left
on earth
to support
the
144,000.
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• A Guide to Your Christian Will •

Who needs a will, and why is a Christian’s different from most?
Who should be your executor, and what other information should
you include? This 12-page organizer workbook addresses what
happens if you don’t make a will, how to protect your children
and whether you need a lawyer.  We’re offering them free with
any order or donation.  Just include a note with your order or
donation asking for A Guide to Your Christian Will. Don’t leave
Earth without it!
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Jesus is God’s Son. He used to do all the hard work
like walking on water and performing miracles and try-
ing to teach the people who didn’t want to learn about
God. They finally got tired of Him preaching to them and
they crucified Him. But He was good and kind like His
Father, and He told His Father that they didn’t know what
they were doing and to forgive them, and God said OK.

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done
and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn’t
have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in
heaven. So He did. And now He helps His Dad out by listen-
ing to prayers and seeing things which are important for
God to take care of and which ones He can take care of
Himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary,
only more important, of course. You can pray anytime
you want and they are sure to hear you because they got
it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.

You should always go to church on Sunday
because it makes God happy. And if there’s
anybody you want to make happy, it’s God.
Don’t skip church to do something you think will be more
fun like going to the beach. This is wrong! And, besides,
the sun doesn’t come out at the beach until noon anyway.

If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist,
you will be very lonely, because your parents can’t go
everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is
good to know He’s around you when you’re scared in the
dark or when you can’t swim very well and big kids throw
you into the real deep water.

But you shouldn’t just always think of what God can do
for you. I figure God put me here and He can take me back
anytime He pleases. And that’s why I believe in God.”  •

An Explanation of who God is and what God
does by an 8-year-old, D. D., from Chula Vista,
California, for his homework assignment to 

“explain God.”
ne of God’s main jobs is making people. He 
makes them to replace the ones  that die, so 
there will be enough people to take care of 
things here on earth. He doesn’t make grown-

ups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and
easier to make, He doesn’t have to take up His valuable
time teaching them to talk and walk, He can just leave
that to mothers and fathers.

God’s second most important job is listening
to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some
people, like preachers and things, pray at times besides
bedtime. God doesn’t have time to listen to the radio or
TV on account of this. Since He hears everything, not
only prayers, there must be a terrible lot of noise in His
ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it off. God
sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere,
which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn’t go wasting
His time by going over your parent’s head asking for
something they said you couldn’t have.

Atheists are people who don’t believe in God.
I don’t think there are any in Chula Vista.
At least there aren’t any that come to our church.

1

“O

The Origins of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”
hen most people hear of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” they think of 
the song. This song had its origins as a teaching tool to instruct young 
people in the meaning and content of the Christian faith.

From 1558 to 1829 Roman Catholics in England were not able to prac-
tice their faith openly so they had to find other ways to pass on their 
beliefs. The song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is one example of

how they did it. “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is in a sense an allegory. Each of
the items in the song represents something of religious significance. The hidden
meaning of each gift was designed to help young Christians learn their faith.

The song goes, “On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me“ The “true
love” represents God and the “me” who receives these presents is the Christian.

The “partridge in a pear tree” was Jesus Christ who died on a tree as a gift from God.
(Another version of this gift is that it represents the one true God revealed in Jesus.)

The “two turtle doves” were the Old and New Testaments, another gift from God.

The “three French hens” were faith, hope, and love, the three gifts of the Spirit that
abide (I Corinthians 13).

The “four calling birds” were the four Gospels which sing the song of salvation
through Jesus Christ.

The “five golden rings” were the first five books of the Bible also called the “Books
of Moses.”

The “six geese a-laying” were the six days of creation.

The “seven swans a swimming” were seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (the seven sacra-
ments of the Roman Catholic Church).

The “eight maids a-milking” were the eight beatitudes.

The “nine ladies dancing” were nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22 23).

The “ten lords a-leaping” were the Ten Commandments.

The “eleven pipers piping” were the eleven faithful disciples.

The “twelve drummers drumming” were the twelve points of the Apostles’ Creed.

So the next time you hear “The Twelve Days of Christmas” consider how this other-
wise non-religious sounding song had its origin in the Christian faith.

W



Still other Messianic groups have a strong tendency toward
Orthodox Judaism, with an emphasis on the Old Testament,
and a hesitancy to mention the New Testament. They tend to
look at Yeshua as the Messiah, but not as God manifested in the
flesh. This is similar to the views of the ancient Ebionite sect.

Zvi says that at least one of the congregations has the same
liturgy and theology of the Reform Lutheran churches of Europe. 

They are decidedly amillennial, and have no concept 
of prophecy with relation to the nation of Israel.

Problems, Confusion, and Division 
in The Israeli Congregations
I asked Zvi what the main problems of the congre- 
gations in Israel are, and he answered that there are

some seven areas in which there are problems that are caused
by confusion and result in division among the congregations.

1. Prophecy. There is as much misunderstanding about Bible
prophecy in Israel as there is in Europe and America. While Zvi
believes in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture of believers and a Premil-
lennial Second Coming of Christ (as do we), there are many in
Israel who are Post-Tribulation and amillennial. Some of them
see no prophetic future for Israel, and this impacts on their
political views as well.

2. Keeping of the Law. Some believe that Messianic Jews should
keep the Law of Moses as much as possible, while others think
that they have no obligation to the Law. Still others think that
Gentile believers in the Lord who live in Israel should be obser-
vant of the Law, while the rest have the conviction that Gentiles
never were placed under the Law, whether in Israel or elsewhere.

3. Relationship with Arab believers. While some Arab towns,
such as Bethlehem and Nazareth, are traditionally Christian,
Zvi informs us that there are relatively very few born-again Arab
believers. However, there are some, and there are problems in
the relationship between the born-again Jews and the born-again
Arabs which are unique to Israel. One problem has to do with
how the Arab believers should pray. Some pray to Allah just as
do the Muslims, as though Allah is the same as the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Zvi argues persuasively that Allah is
a pagan god, and Mohammed made Allah, the moon god, the
preeminent (and only) god out of the pantheon of earlier Arab
paganism. Therefore, Arab believers in Jesus Christ should not be
praying to Allah, any more than a believer should pray to Jupiter.
This pagan praying causes considerable tension between Arab
and Jewish believers in Israel, and some Jewish believers are
willing to compromise with the Arab religious customs.

Another area of tension with Arab believers has to
do with views on the Biblical future of Israel. The Arabs
tend to be amillennial, not believing in the restoration of Israel
and all the future blessings promised to the Jews. This means
that the Arab believers do not see modern Israel as being a ful-
fillment of Bible prophecy, and tend to have the same view
toward Zionism as do the Palestinian Muslims. In order to
have fellowship with them, some of the Jewish believers have
modified their views about the future of Israel.

4. Politics. The way Jewish believers view prophecy and relations
with Arab believers has an impact on their views on Israeli poli-
tics. Those who do not believe in the Biblical prophecies relating
to Israel tend to hold the views of the Labor Party and favor the
Oslo agreement. Those who do believe in the prophecies concern-

MESSIANIC BELIEVERS IN ISRAEL CONCLUSION
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February 5-8
Caribbean Reunion Cruise
Nassau, Cococay, Miami

March 6-7
Hereford Church of the
Nazarene
1710 La Plata Drive
Hereford, TX 79045
Pastor: Rev. Ted Taylor
(806) 364-8303

April 2
Bethany First Church of the
Nazarene, 6789 N. W. 39th
Expy., Bethany, OK 73008
Rev. Doug Forsberg
(405) 789-2050

April 4
Lakeland Baptist Church
397 S. Stemmons Fwy.
Lewisville, TX 75067
Rev. Thom Wilder
(972) 436-4561

April 7-8
Thy Kingdom Come
Prophecy Conference
7301 East 14th Street
Tulsa, OK 74112-6700
Rev. Charles L. Pack
(918) 835-6978

April 13/18 -28
Spring Tour  
Greek Island Tour

ing the Second Coming of the Messiah and the glorious future
of Israel, on the other hand, tend to favor the Likud position
against the Oslo agreement. Zvi says that the Messianic Jews
are just about split down the middle on these issues in Israel.

5. Leadership. The Messianic movement in Israel is relatively
so small that no leaders have arisen that are able to command
national recognition.  Future leadership will probably come
from Sabras (native Israelis) who are believers, and are nurtured
in the Messianic congregations and Biblical schools of Israel.

6. Anti-evangelism law. During the past year two laws have been
proposed in the Israeli Knesset that would criminalize any
evangelistic activity in Israel. They have been referred to com-
mittee, and Prime Minister Netanyahu’s ministers have assured
everyone concerned that these laws are just fringe group pro-
posals and will never be passed. Nevertheless, Zvi states that
these proposed laws have caused considerable concern in the
Messianic community, and that they remain a potential club
in the hands of both the Orthodox and Socialist factions (who
jointly proposed the laws) to threaten the Messianic believers.

7. General Israeli indifference. Finally, I asked Zvi what the
general attitude of Israelis is toward the Messianic congrega-
tions. He said that the vast majority of Israelis are secular, per-
haps as much as 70%. They generally believe in religious free-
dom, and do not really care about the Messianic believers.
They figure there are so many kinds of Jews, including New
Age Jews, Yoga Jews, Orthodox and Reform Jews, etc., that the
Messianic Jews are just another variety. It is essentially a plu-
ralistic society, with an emphasis on Jewish identity. I greatly
appreciated the opportunity to interview Zvi, and hope that
his insights on the unique opportunities and problems of the
Messianic believers in Israel will help believers in the Lord in
America and around the world to be able to pray more intelli-
gently for our brethren in the Holy Land. We 
need to hold them up constantly in prayer. 1
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Books
Qty Books                       Price  Total
___ Foreshocks of Antichrist, ed. 

by Terry James $12 _____ 
___ The First Christians Transcript         $10 _____
___ An Israeli Love Story             $6   _____
___ Israel: By Divine Right! Transcript $10 _____
___ Coming: The End! Russia & Israel 

in Prophecy $9   _____
___ The Trouble with Christians,The 

Trouble with Jews $8 _____
___ Jerusalem: The Truth 

by David Bar-Illan $8   _____
___ The Stones Cry Out $7   _____
___ The Dead Sea Scrolls Special 

Transcript   $7 _____
___ Our Hands Are Stained With Blood 

by Dr. Michael Brown          $8   _____
___ Israel’s Right to The Land $2   _____
___ The Promised Land $3   _____
___ The Spirit of Pentecost $3   _____
___ The Seven Feasts of Israel $3   _____
___ The Miracle of Passover                $3   _____
___ A Christian Love Story $3   _____
___ The Second Coming $3   _____
___ Seven Churches $3   _____
___ Glory! The Future of Believers         $3   _____
___ How Can a Gentile Be Saved?         $3   _____
___ In My Father's House $3   _____
___ Israel, My Promised $3   _____
___ Signs of The End: The 90’s           $4   _____
___ Broken Branches: Zola on 

Replacement Theology        $4   _____
___ Jesus The Jew’s Jew $5   _____
___ Sunshine After Rain: Promised 

Land Poetry & Prose $19 _____
___ The Beginning of The End $6   _____
___ Raptured $7   _____
___ Jews and Jesus $7   _____
___ Meshumed! $6   _____
___ Satan in The Sanctuary $6   _____
___ Once Through The New Testament   $7   _____
___ The Bible Jesus Read $8   _____
___ The House That God Built $6   _____
___ The Prophesied Messiah $8   _____
___ Return to Galilee $8   _____
___ The Transcendental Explosion         $7   _____
___ Psychic Healing $7   _____
___ Is There Life After Death? $5   _____
___ Encounters with UFO’s $5   _____
___ The Spirit of Sun Myung Moon       $5   _____
___ Forewarning–Approaching The Final

Battle Between Heaven & Hell $12 _____

The Best of Zola on Video 
Qty Videos Price  Total
___ Champions of Faith (11 programs)   $99 ____
___ The Witnessing Series (4 programs) $39 ____
___ House of David, Part I (8 programs) $79 ____
___ House of David, Part II (9 programs) $89 ____
___ The Holocaust (6 programs) $49   ____
___ Jerusalem 3000 (13 programs)       $99   ____
___ A Pilgrim’s Journey (9 programs)    $89   ____
___ Tell It On the Mountains 

(9 programs) $89   ____
___ Israel: by Divine Right! 

(12 programs) $99   ____
___ The Dead Sea Scrolls Series 

(7 programs) $69 ____
___ The Dead Sea Scrolls Special          $19 ____

Qty Videos Price  Total
___ The World Today (8 program          $79 _____
___ Unto the Gentiles (8 programs)     $79 _____
___ The Believers (8 programs)            $79 _____
___ A Child is Born (1 videotape)         $25 _____
___ The Holy Land Today (10 programs) $99 _____
___ “Mine Eyes Have Seen” – Zola’s 

After-Christmas Musical       $25 _____
___ Living Waters (12 programs)          $99 _____
___ The Stones Cry Out (12 programs)  $99 _____
___ Israel, My Promised (6 programs)  $59 _____
___ The End of the Age I (4 programs)  $39 _____
___ The End of the Age II (6 programs) $59 _____
___ The First Christians (10 programs) $99 _____
___ The Temple (6 programs)               $59 _____
___ Return to Galilee (11 programs)     $99 _____
___ Zola's Music Video of Israel 

(53 minutes) $29 _____
___ Zola's Music Video II (1 hour)       $39 _____
___ Zola’s Music Video III 

(1 hour 18 minutes)            $29 _____
___ The Miracle of Passover 

(2 programs)                      $29 _____
___ Beloved Thief - Musical                $29 _____
___ The Beginning of The End 

(5 programs)                       $49 _____
___ The Seven Feasts of Israel 

(7 programs)                      $69 _____
___ The Bible: The Whole Story 

(7 programs) $69 _____
___ Science of God (2 programs)           $19 _____
___ Schroeder Home Video (77 min)      $15 _____
___ The Covenants of God (8 programs) $79 _____ 
___ Love Stories of the Bible $89 _____
___ 1999 TV Subscription $499 _____ 

Studies, Etc.
___ Jerusalem Journeystone $8  _____
___ Pictorial Map of Jerusalem            $6  _____
___ Pilgrim's Map of Israel                 $4  _____
___ Half-shekel Key Chain                   $7  _____
___ Pray for Peace Bumper Sticker       $2  _____
___ Messianic Prophecy Scroll             $29 _____
___ Israeli Flag                                   $19 _____
___ Zola's Notebook (The Bible: 

The Whole Story)                $20 _____
___ Jewish-Christian Institute 

(course information)            no charge
___ Israeli Tour Information                 no charge
___ Program Airing Schedule               no charge
___ Catalog of Ministry Materials         no charge
___ Jewish Heritage Calendar            $5  _____
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Subtotal

8 1/4 % Tax
(TX Residents Only)

Shipping
(See Chart at Left)

Rush! ($5 extra)

❏Free Christian Will Workbook

Donation

Total (Enclosed)

Shipping & Handling Chart
up to $15.99, add $2
$16 to $30.99, add $3
$31 to $60.99, add $4
$61 to $100, add $5
over $100, add $6

Alaska, Hawaii, Canada and Mexico,
please double shipping; all other
countries, please triple shipping.
Please send U.S. funds. 

(Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.)
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Any amount that exceeds the listed price is considered a tax-deductible gift to our ministry.

Name (please print)

Shipping Address

City State Zip

Donor # Phone No. (               )
(See number above your name on mailing label)

My check is enclosed for $

Please charge $  to: Card # Expires          / 
❏ ❏ ❏ Cardholder’s Signature

Cassette Tapes by Zola Levitt 
Qty Tapes Price  Total
___ Discovering Our Jewish Roots 

by Snell & Hunter (8 tapes) $39  _____
___ Beginning of The End (2 tapes)*    $10  _____
___ Zola Teaches The New Testament 

(6 tapes) $25  _____
___ A Christian Love Story $4    _____
___ The Miracle of Passover $4    _____
___ The Seven Feasts of Israel           $4    _____
___ The Spirit of Pentecost                 $4    _____
___ Glory! The Future of Believers      $4    _____
___ How Can a Gentile Be Saved?      $4    _____
___ Coming: The End! Russia & 

Israel in Prophecy               $4    _____
___ Jesus the Jew’s Jew $4    _____
___ The Tribulation Temple                 $4    _____
___ Encounters with UFO’s $4    _____
___ A Survey of the New Testament    $4    _____

Music
___ Love Stories of the Bible Cassette $10  _____
___ Champions of Faith $10  _____
___ The Works (4 CDs of 8 albums with*) 

$49  _____
___ The Works II (4 more CDs)  Set   $49  _____
___ A Pilgrim’s Journey Cassette $10  _____
___ Faith in the Fire ** Cassette $10  _____
___ The First Christians ** Cassette $10  _____
___ Tell It On The Mountains**                 $10  _____
___ Jerusalem 3000 ** Cassette $10  _____
___ Israel: By Divine Right ** Cassette $10 _____
___ Unto The Gentiles ** Cassette $10  _____
___ In The Wilderness ** Cassette $10  _____
___ Mine Eyes Have Seen (Zola’s After-

Christmas Musical) ** Cassette $10  _____
___ Living Waters CD $12 Cassette $10  _____
___ Beyond Words * Cassette $10  _____
___ Return to Galilee * Cassette $10  _____
___ Israel My Love * Cassette $10  _____
___ Messiah * Cassette                       $10  _____
___ Zola’s Songs by Lamb * Cassette $10  _____
___ Beloved Thief *                Album     $5 _____

Cassette $10 _____
___ Next Year in Jerusalem * Album $5  _____ 

Cassette $10  _____
___ The Covenants of God    Cassette $10  _____

Cassette 

CD Set      

Cassette   
Cassette
Cassette  
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette

Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette
Cassette

Cassette
Album
Cassette



For credit card orders or donations, you may call 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) 12
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BOX 12268
DALLAS, TX  75225-0268
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HALL OF FAME
NOMINATIONS

We are taking votes for which of our
past newsletter articles to offer as
reprints.  Of course our web site,

www.levitt.com,
allows our readers on the Internet to

conveniently view our newsletter
archives for most of the last three

years, but we are considering 
copying a few “classics” to make
available upon request.  Which

would you nominate?

a

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR TV PROGRAM
You can have every Zola Levitt Presents program that we broadcast during 1999
for only $499, including shipping.  Beyond our new and rerun television series,
which will come to you as sets in artistically designed packaging, you'll receive the
in-between programs that other viewers will have to special order.  We plan to ship
at the end of each series, so you should receive five to six shipments during the
year.  Why not make this subscription a tax-deductible gift to your church 
and share Zola with your 
entire congregation?

(A scene from 
“The First Christians” 
Video Series)


